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BEFORE Jesus went back from earth to 
heaven He promised to send the Com-
forter—the Holy Spirit—to abide with 
His people for ever, as His representa-
tive. Since it was by the anointing of 
the Spirit that He accomplished all His 
work here on earth (See Isa. lxi. 1-3), 
it is evident that the presence of the 
Spirit is the same as the presence of the 
Lord. The same instruction, counsel, 
and works of love that came from Christ, 
are continued by the Spirit. 

IN promising the Comforter, Jesus said, 
"And when He is come, He will convict 
the world in respect of sin, and of right-
eousness, and of judgment." John xvi. 
8. " By the law is the knowlege of sin." 
Rom. iii. 20. But "the law is spiritual." 
Rom. vii. 14. It is the nature of the 
Spirit, for the righteousness of the law is 
the fruit of the Spirit. Therefore there 
is no conviction of sin in any soul on 
earth, that is not the working of the 
Spirit of God. 

BUT while the Spirit convicts of sin it 
is always a Comforter. It is as a Com-
forter that it convicts. Few people stop 
to think of that. Remember that no-
where is it said that the Spirit condemns 
for sin. There is a difference between 
conviction and condemnation. Convic-
tion is the revealing of sin. But it depends 
on the person's course after he has been 
convinced of sin, whether or not he will 
be condemned. For "this is the con-
demnation, that light is come into the 
world, and men loved darkness rather 
than light, because their.deeds were evil." 
John iii. 19. The mere pointing out to a 
person that he is a sinner is not condem-
nation ; the condemnation comes from 
holding to the sin after it is made known. 

LET the mind grasp the thought that 
the same Spirit that convinces of sin also  

convinces of righteousness. It is always 
a Comforter. The Spirit does not lay 
aside one office while it performs another. 
It does not leave aside the revealing of 
righteousness when it convinces of sin, 
nor does it cease to be a convincer of sin 
when it reveals righteousness. It does 
both at the same time, and herein is the 
comfort to all those who will take it. It 
convinces of sin because it convinces of 
righteousness. Let us consider this mat-
ter a little, and then meditate upon it. 

TI1E I I oly Spirit is the Spirit of God—
the Spirit of the Father and of the Son. 
Therefore the righteousness revealed by 
it is the righteousness of God. Now it 
is only by looking at righteousness that 
we can know sin and its sinfulness. The 
law, by which is the knowledge of sin, 
is not sin, but is the expression of God's 
righteousness. A man may look at sin, 
and if he has never seen anything else 
he will think it is all right. Even one 
who knows the right, may lose the knowl-
edge of it by looking at sin, so great is 
the deceitfulness of sin. So the Spirit 
must reveal the righteousness of God in 
His law, before the sinner can know sin 
as sin. The apostle says, "I had not 
known sin but by the law." Rom. vii. 7. 
So it is as the revealer of the perfect 
righteousness of God that the Spirit con-
vinces of sin. 

IT is evident, therefore, that the closer 
one comes to God, thus getting a more 
perfect view of Him, the greater will be 
his sense of his own imperfections. He 
gets this knowledge of sin, not by study-
ing himself, but by beholding God. As 
an illustration, take man in relation to 
the works of God. When does one ever 
feel his insignificance so much as when 
in mid-ocean, or by its side ? Its vast-
ness makes him feel his littleness. So 
when one stands amid the lofty moun-
tains. On such an occasion one does not 
have to look at himself to realise how 
small he is. It is while looking up,—be-
holding the mighty works of God,—that 
he realises that in comparison he is noth-
ing. The psalmist says, "when I con-
sider Thy heavens, the work of Thy fin- 

gers, the moon and the stars which Thou 
hast ordained ; what is man that Thou 
art mindful of him ? and the son of man, 
that Thou visitest him ? " Ps. viii. 3, 4. 

Iv this is the result of contact with 
and beholding the works of God, what 
must be the result when considering the 
character of God Himself. " The Lord 
God is a sun." Ps. lxxxiv. 11. He is 
greater than all the heavens. " Thy 
righteousness is like the great mountains; 
Thy judgments are a great deep." Ps. 
xxxvi. 6. As while beholding the visible 
works of God's hands one feels his own 
physical insignificance, so in contemplat-
ing the righteousness of God, one is 
made conscious of his own spiritual lack. 
Now the message of comfort which God 
sends to His people, especially for the 
days immediately preceding His coming 
is this, "Behold your God! " See Isa. 
xi. 1-9. That means that as a necessary 
preparation for His coming, He wants 
us to know our own lack of righteousness 
by beholding His righteousness. 

Thus far we have been speaking of the 
knowledge of sin by the righteousness of 
God. Now mark the comfort that there 
is in that same conviction of sin. Re-
member that the sensibility of a lack of 
righteousness is caused by the revelation 
of God's righteousness. Also remember 
that the Spirit, that convinces of both 
sin and righteousness, is given to men. 
Christ said, " I will pray the Father and 
He shall give you another Comforter, 
that He may abide with you for ever : 
even the Spirit of truth; whom the world 
cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, 
neither knoweth Him; but ye know Him; 
for He dwelleth with you, and shall be 
in you." John xiv. 16, 17. 

WHAT necessarily follows from this ? 
Just this, that whoever accepts the Spirit, 
which, by its revelation of the righteous-
ness of God, convicts the soul of sin, and 
allows it to abide with him, thereby gets 
the righteousness which it brings. The 
sense of need is itself the promise of sup-
ply. It is God who produces the sense 
of the lack of righteousness, which is con-
viction for sin. But He does not do this 



THE PRESENT TRUTH. 	 Vox.. 9, No. 6. 

in order to taunt the sinner, and cause 
him to despair. He does it for the pur-
pose of letting the sinner know that He 
has that which will abundantly supply 
all that he lacks. In fact, it is by the 
very bringing of the supply of righteous-
ness, that the soul knows itself to be sin-
ful. Therefore, whoever will take God 
exactly at His word need not be under 
condemnation for a single minute, al-
though always, and ever anew, conscious 
of his own imperfection. As every new 
defect is pointed out, he may cry, " 0 
Lord, I thank Thee that Thou hast this 
new thing to give me, and I take it as 
freely as Thou dost give it." This is 
true rejoicing in the Lord. 

Dins is the truth that God was trying 
to teach ancient Israel, when He spoke 
His law from Sinai, and it is what He 
has been anxious for us to learn all these 
years. The law was ordained "in the 
hands of a Mediator." Gal. iii. 19. That 
is, in the hands of Christ, for He is the 
"one Mediator between God and man." 
1 Tim. ii. 5. He is Mediator because He 
reconciles us to God. Since the enmity 
consists in the fact that we are not sub-
ject to the law of God, the reconciliation 
consists in the putting of that law in the 
heart and mind. So Christ is Mediator 
because He is the medium through which 
the righteousness of God is conveyed to 
us. 

THIS was most forcibly illustrated at 
the giving of the law from Sinai. Some 
time before the people had been perish-
ing with thirst, and God had said to 
Moses, " Go on before the people, and 
take with thee of the elders of Israel ; 
and thy rod, wherewith thou smotest the 
river, take in thine hand, and go. Be-
hold, I will stand before thee there upon 
the rock in Horeb ; and thou shalt smite 
the rock, and there shall come water out 
of it that the people may drink." Ex. 
xvi. 5,6. This was done, and the people 
drank and were revived. But the water 
which they drank was miraculously given 
by Christ. In fact it came directly from 
Him. The apostle Paul says that "they 
drank of that spiritual Rock that followed 
them; and that Rock was Christ." 1 
Cor. x. 4. The rock which the people 
saw, and which Moses smote, was a sym-
bol of Christ. 

BUT Horeb is another name for Sinai. 
So that the law of God was spoken from 
the very same mount from which God 
had caused the water to flow, which was 
even then quenching their thirst. When 
God came down upon the mount, it was 
the very personification of Him and His 
law. No man could touch it without 
dying. Yet from it at that same time the 
water which gave life was flowing. This 
water, which, as we have seen, came  

from Christ, is a symbol of the Spirit 
which is given to all who believe. See 
John iv. 10, 13, 14; vii. 37-39. In that 
event God has given us a great object 
lesson. Although the law gives the 
knowledge of sin, and sin is death, the 
law comes to us in the hands of a Medi-
ator, ministered to us by the Spirit ; and 
"the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus," makes us free from the law of 
sin and death. It is thus that the com-
mandment of God is life everlasting. 

there not the very essence of com-
fort in this ? At the same moment that 
the knowledge of sin comes to us, right-
eousness to cover and take away all the 
sin is revealed. " Where sin abounded, 
grace did much more abound." Rom. 
v. 20. The law, which convicts is spirit-
ual, and the Spirit is the water of life, 
which is given freely to all who will take 
it. Could anything surpass the wonder-
ful provisions of the grace of " the God 
of all comfort, the Father of mercies " ? 
Who will not drink and drink again, and 
thus continually be filled. 

"I HEARD the voice of Jesus say, 
Behold, I freely give 

The living water ; thirsty one 
Stoop down, and drink, and live. 

I came to Jesus, and I drank 
Of that life-giving stream; 

My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
And now I live in Him." 

ABOLISHING THE SABBATH. 

A NEW YORK daily speaks thus of the 
controversy over the opening of the 
World's Pair on Sunday :— 

" Another attempt to abolish the Sab-
bath is about to be made by the Chicago 
World's Fair managers. . . . . Setting 
aside the observance of Sunday, Chicago 
doesn't stumble at, but it is yet to be 
seen how Congress will view the question. 
The abolition of the Sabbath has virtually 
been accomplished in Chicago and certain 
other parts of the country, but as yet 
there has been no law of Congress enacted 
to that effect. This is what it is proposed 
to do, and it will not be long before the 
struggle will be on." 

The idea that the Sunday-sabbath may 
be abolished by an Act of Congress is very 
natural, when we remember that Sunday 
observance is solely of human origin. 
That most people really think so is shown 
by their fear lest it should lose the sup-
port of human laws. There is no such 
fear concerning the Sabbath of the Lord. 
The acts of men, or the decrees of kings, 
cannot affect it. " The seventh day is 
the Sabbath of the Lord," and those who 
recognize it as such have no desire that 
human legislators should tamper with it. 
Its authority is the word of God, and 
men cannot abolish it. " Forever, 0 
Lord, Thy word is settled in heaven." 
Ps. cxix. 89. Although disregarded by 
the most of mankind, it remains the 
same. 

STUDYING THE BIBLE. 

FEW people know how to really study 
the Bible. And this is not always be-
cause they do not know how to study at 
all, for very often those who are good 
students otherwise, are poor students 
of the Bible, even though they want to 
understand it. In Prov. ii. 1-5 we are 
told how to study the Bible so as to un-
derstand it. Let us read the passage :— 

" My son, if thou wilt re3eive My words, 
and hide My commandments with thee ; 
so that thou incline thine ear unto wis-
dom and apply thine heart to understand-
ing ; yea, if thou criest after knowledge, 
and liftest up thy voice for understanding; 
if thou seekest her as silver, and searchest 
for her as for hid treasures ; then shalt 
thou understand the fear of the Lord, and 
find the knowledge of God." 

When a man is convinced that there is 
rich silver or gold ore in a certain place, 
what does he do? He goes right there 
and digs in that very place. But how do 
people generally do with the Bible ? Why 
as soon as they light upon a portion where 
there is special treasure,—and that means 
a place where there is special difficulty,—
they immediately go off to some other 
place to dig. If they went to some other 
part of the Bible it would not be so bad, 
for there is treasure everywhere in the 
Bible, and whoever finds it in one place 
will be better able to find it in another ; 
but they generally go to a library and 
begin to dig among the commentators, or 
they ask their pastor or some friend what 
he thinks it means. It is as though a 
man should find indications of gold in a 
certain place, and should straightway go 
off a hundred miles and begin digging. 
People are not so foolish as that in tem-
poral matters. 

Another point : When a man is digging 
for silver or gold, he carefully examines 
every portion of the soil where he is 
digging. Whoever has seen men washing 
out gold knows that every particle of the 
soil is carefully examined. No matter 
what the style of mining, everything is in 
some way closely scrutinized. 

Here then we have the simple directions 
for studying the Bible. First go to the 
Bible itself, and to the particular passage 
which you wish to understand, and then 
give the most careful and patient atten-
tion to every sentence and every word. 
Let your mind dwell upon every word 
and every clause, noting its relation to 
what precedes and what follows, until 
you know for a certainty just what it says. 
Do not sit down to commit the passage to 
memory so that you can repeat it parrot-
like. That is not study. But question 
the text, asking a question and letting 
the words of the text give the answer, 
until you cannot possibly think of it with-
out thinking its very words. 

Many people who read the Bible a 
great deal do not know what it says, be- 
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cause they read it carelessly, and do not 
let the 13.We itself form their ideas. No 
one can hope to understand any portion 
of the Bible when he does not know for a 
certainty just what it says. This is self-
evident, for it applies to everything. 

When the student knows what the text 
says, then what? Here is the instruction, 
" Consider what I say ; for the Lord shall 
give thee understanding in all things." 
2 Tim. ii. 7, R.V. How will He give us 
the understanding ? By our considering 
what He says. That is, while we are 
diligently considering the text, the under-
standing of the text will come from the 
text itself. From what other place 
should we expect it to come ? " For the 
Lord giveth wisdom ; out of His mouth 
cometh knowledge and understanding." 
Prov. ii. 6. The meaning of what the 
Lord says is in just the very words that 
He says. 

How long must one consider the words 
before he can understand it ? That de-
pends upon several things. We must be 
prepared to consider them for ten years, 
if need be, without getting impatient. 
We must have such confidence that wis-
dom and knowledge do come from the 
very words of the Lord that we shall be 
assured that they are really there, and 
that they are nowhere else. But much 
depends on the spirit in which we ap-
proach the study. The Spirit of God is 
the source whence the Bible comes ; the 
Spirit is the life and power and wisdom 
of the word. When we come with hearts 
submissive to the Spirit, we shall not 
have to wait so long as we otherwise 
would. 

Remember that the righteousness of 
God is revealed to faith, and not to in-
tellect. That does not put any discount 
upon intellect, but it simply exalts faith. 
God has given man talents of intellect, 
and expects him to use them, but not 
without faith. A very feeble intellect 
with faith will understand the Bible far 
more readily and more perfectly, than a 
giant intellect without faith. 

At the same time that one particular 
passage is being thus studied, do not 
neglect the reading and studying of other 
parts of the Bible. The Bible is a unit ; 
one Spirit and one truth is in it all ; and 
every part is thus directly connected with 
every other part. If the particular pas-
sage under special consideration is in the 
middle of a chapter, the student will find 
it necessary to extend his careful study 
back to the beginning of the chapter, and 
even to the beginning of the book ; for no 
book in the Bible, unless it be Proverbs 
and Psalms, is made up of detached 
thoughts. A line of thought runs through 
each, and every text should be considered 
in its full connection. Then when it is 
used in the study of any special subject, 
it will not be misapplied. 

When the mind thus gets accustomed  

to dwelling upon the Scriptures, it is 
wonderful how light will come. Almost 
anything may serve to cause the light to 
shine forth from the word. While read-
ing some other portion of the Bible, while 
listening to a discourse, in conversation 
even upon some other subject,—in short, 
in a thousand different ways,—the mind 
may be directed to the text that has been 
studied, and the light vs ill shine forth. 
No one can tell in what way the Spirit 
will work, and what means it will use to 
lead the soul into the truth ; only let it 
be remembered that in any case it is the 
Spirit that guides, and that the knowledge 
gained comes from the word itself, and 
not from any other source. 

" For the Lord giveth wisdom ; out of 
His mouth cometh knowledge and under-
standing." 

A REVIVAL OF SPIRITUALISM. 

WITHIN the past few weeks there have 
been several things that show that Spirit-
ualism is by no means dead, and that it 
is exerting an influence in the world 
greater than ever before. This growing 
influence is seen no less in the comments 
of those who are sceptical upon the sub-
ject than in the words of those who make 
no difficulty in accepting everything. 

First in order are the experiences of 
Mr. W. T. Stead, editor of the Review of 
Reviews. These experiences are related 
at length in the Christian Commonwealth 
of February 2 and 9, wherein two lengthy 
interviews with Mr. Stead are reported. 
We will state the leading features as 
briefly as possible, but it will be necessary 
to quote quite largely from Mr. Stead's 
own words. The interviewer began by 
asking Mr. Stead if he is a Spiritualist, 
to which he replied :— 

" I never call myself a Spiritualist. 
I am simply an investigator of phenomena 
which as a rule are ignored by the major-
ity of busy people. Certain facts have 
come before me, the only explanation of 
which seems to lie in a certain direction, 
but I am quite open to be convinced that 
the truth may lie in any other direction. 
If anyone can bring me a better working 
hypothesis than that of spirit return, I 
am perfectly willing to receive it. But 
at present it seems to me no other expla-
nation fits the facts, and until a better 
explanation is forthcoming, I hold to my 
working hypothesis." 

To the question, " Are you sure of your 
facts ? " Mr. Stead replied : " Yes, I think 
I may say that I am absolutely certain of 
my facts. But pray discriminate between 
facts which I know to be facts, and state-
ments which may be true or may be 
false, but which are not yet absolutely 
verified." And when asked what facts 
he is sure of, he said :— 

" To begin at the beginning, I may say 
I am absolutely certain, having verified 
it over and over again, that it is possible 
for some of my friends to use my hands  

as their own, they being at a distance 
from me. That is to say, a friend of 
mine at Newcastle is quite capable of 
using my hand here in London, and 
writing a message long or short, by the 
mere action of his mind upon my hand, 
without any telegraph or connecting wire." 

Mr. Stead then gave several instances 
of this, and also of his using the hands of 
his friends. Said he, " Some of my friends 
have written at distances of 300 miles, 
long narratives of journeys which they 
have taken, mentioning the trains by 
which they went and came, the money 
they paid for their tickets, the cost of 
their dinner at the hotel : in short, giving 
a multitude of minute details, which it 
was absolutely impossible for me to have 
divined." Following are the details of 
one of the instances, which Mr. Stead 
gave at the request of the interviewer :— 

" Some months ago I was at Redcar, 
in the north of England. A foreign lady 
who does some work for the Review, had 
to meet me at Redcar railway station 
about three o'clock. I was staying with 
my brother, who lives about ten minutes' 
walk from the station. At twenty minutes 
to three it occurred to me that about 
three,' the phrase used in her letter might 
mean some time before three, and as I 
could not lay my hand upon a time-table, 
I simply asked her to use my hand and 
tell me what time the train was due; this, 
I may say, was without any previous 
communication with her upon the subject. 
She immediately wrote her name and said 
the train was due at Redcar station at 
ten minutes to three. I saw that I should 
have to leave at once, but before starting 
I asked her where she was at that mo-
ment. My hand wrote, I am in the train 
at Middlesborough railway station, on my 
way from Hartlepool to Redcar.' I then 
went off to the station. On arriving there 
I went up to the time-table to see what 
time the train was due. It was timed to 
arrive at 2 : 52. The train, however, was 
late ; three o'clock came, and it had not 
arrived. At five minutes past three, 
getting rather anxious, I took a slip of 
paper from my pocket, and taking a 
pencil in my hand asked her where she 
was. At that moment she wrote her name 
(they always write their names at the 
beginning and end of each communica-
tion), and said, I am in the train, round-
ing the curve before you come to Redcar 
station ; I will be with you in a minute.' 

Why the mischief have you been so late?' 
I mentally asked. My hand wrote, We 
were detained at Middlesborough for so 
long ; I do not know why.' I put the 
paper in my pocket, walked to the end of 
the platform, and there was the train I 
The moment it stopped, I went up to my 
friend, and said to her, How late you 
are; what od earth has been the matter?' 
I do not know,' she said : the train 

stopped so long at Middlesborough, it 
seemed as if we never would start.' I 
then showed her what my hand had 
written." 

The following, in reply to the question 
if the lady was conscious of having com-
municated with him in that mysterious 
manner, is worthy of careful note :— 



S4 	 THE PRESENT TRUTH. 	 VOL. 9, No. C. 

" No, she had no knowledge whatever 
that she was writing with my hand, and 
she was considerably amazed at finding 
that she had done so. I had only seen 
her once before in my life. I give that 
instance because it is very simple and 
compact, and can be verified by reference 
to the lady in question, whose address I 
can give you if you like." 

It seems that Mr. Stead had been a 
writing medium for some time before he 
learned of this new phenomenon. It was 
through the spirit that controlled his 
hand that he learned that he could re-
receive communications from the living. 
He says :— 

" I had no idea, nor, so far as I know, 
had anyone, either in the Psychical Re-
search Society, or among the regular 
Spiritualists, that the mind of a living 
person could use the hand of another 
person at a distance, and write a message. 
But the Intelligence that controls my 
hand, while writing one day suddenly 
wrote, Why do you think it strange that 
I should be able to write with your hand ? 
Anyone can write with your hand.' 
What,' said I, do you mean that living 

people on this earth can do so ? " Try 
it ; you will find that any of your friends 
can use your hand to write messages 
which they wish to communicate to you.' 
This seemed strange, almost incredible, 
but I promptly put it to the test, and 
found that the fact was exactly as she 
had said." 

In the interview Mr. Stead gave several 
instances of communications from his 
familiar spirit, which professes to be the 
spirit of a young lady who died about 
two years ago. At one time the spirit 
gave him notice of the breaking of a 
printing machine which he was going to 
see tested, and thus saved him a useless 
journey. 

In all this, with the exception of the 
supposed communications from the living, 
there is nothing new. We have referred 
to the matter thus at length, in order 
that we might call attention to the new 
phase of Spiritualism, and especially that 
we might show how this thing is regarded 
by the religious press generally. Before 
going further, let us see what is the ob-
ject of these communications. 

THE SOURCE OF THE COMMUNICATIONS. 

IN the first place, it is useless to at-
tempt to impeach Mr. Stead's word. 
There can be no doubt but that every-
thing has taken place just as he says it 
has. The question is, Whence do the 
communications come ? To answer this 
is a very easy matter for one who depends 
wholly on the testimony of the Bible. 
They do not come in any instance from 
the spirits of the dead. That is certain, 
because " the dead know not anything." 
Eccl. ix. 5. Of man it is said that " his 
breath goeth forth, he returneth to his 
earth ; in that very day his thoughts 
perish." Ps. cxlvi. 4. To every man it 
is said, " There is no work, nor device,  

nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave, 
whither thou goest." Eccl. ix. 10. 

More than this, the Scriptures every-
where speak of the resurrection of the 
dead. To the question, "If a man die, 
shall he live again ?" the reply comes, 
" All the days of my appointed time will 
I wait till my change come. Thou shalt 
call, and I will answer Thee ; Thou wilt 
have a desire to the work of Thine 
hands." Job. xiv. 14, 15. The " change " 
mentioned by Job is thus described by 
the Apostle Paul : " We shall not all 
sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at 
the last trump ; for the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall be raised in-
corruptible, and we shall be changed. 
For this corruptible must put on incor-
ruption, and this mortal must put on im-
mortality." 1 Cor. xv. 51-53. 

Notice that this change does not take 
place until the coming of the Lord, and 
that at that time the dead are raised. 
That is the time when Christ calls, and 
the dead answer. Then they " live 
again." And the apostle John, in pro-
phetic vision, saw the result of this first 
resurrection, when the souls of them that 
had been slain for the word of God, 
"lived, and reigned with Christ a thousand 
years. But the rest of the dead lived not 
again until the thousand years were 
finished." Rev. xx. 4, 5. Here is a 
living again; but that is impossible un-
less they once ceased living. And herein 
Spiritualism is directly in conflict with 
the Bible, because it teaches that there 
is no such thing as death; that those 
who are called dead do not cease to live ; 
and therefore it teaches that there is no 
such thing as living again. Whoever, 
therefore, gives any heed to Spiritualism 
in any of its phases, must first part com-
pany with the Bible. 

The answer, then, to the inquiry 
whence these communications come, 
must be that they come from the spirits 
of devils. These devils are not the spirits 
of wicked men, but are " the angels 
which kept not their first estate, but left 
their own habitation," and who are " re-
served in everlasting chains under dark-
ness unto the judgment of the great day." 
Jude 6. This loss of their first estate 
was when " there was war in heaven : 
Michael and His angels fought against 
the dragon; and the dragon fought and 
his angels, and prevailed not ; neither 
was their place found any more in heaven. 
And the great dragon was cast out, that 
old serpent, which is called the Devil, 
and Satan, which deceiveth the whole 
world ; he was cast out into the earth, 
and his angels were cast out with him." 
Rev. xii. 7-9. 

The Devil, as also his angels, are able 
to transform themselves into angels of 
light. 2 Cor. xi. 14, 15. Their work is 
to deceive, and this they are doing by  

making people believe that messages 
which come from them are from the 
spirits of departed friends. This is in full 
accord with the deception practised upon 
Eve in the beginning. The serpent said 
to her, " Ye shall not surely die." This 
was the way in which he compassed her 
fall ; and the apostle says, " I fear, lest 
by any means, as the serpent beguiled 
Eve through his subtilty, so your minds 
should be corrupted from the simplicity 
that is in Christ." 2 Cor. xi. 3. 

Mark how craftily he is working in this 
new development. For a long time the 
Devil has been at work sending messages 
by means of raps, writing, etc., purport-
ing to come from the dead. These were 
for the purpose of getting people to believe 
more firmly the lie with which he de-
ceived Eve, that there is no such thing as 
death. Now he gives similar messages, 
purporting to come from people who are 
still alive, so as to still more surely break 
down the idea that there is any difference 
between the living and the dead. The 
receipt of these messages, supposed to 
come from the living, will, more than 
anything that has ever been done before, 
serve to bring people to believe in the 
possibility of communicating with the 
dead. This is what they are for. 

This is the only possible explanation of 
the messages which Mr. Stead has been 
receiving from his living friends, as he 
supposes. Indeed, it should be suggested 
to anyone who reads the account, for 
he says, as has been noted above, that 
these communications are received when 
the friends themselves are often entirely 
unconscious that Mr. Stead is receiving 
any communication purporting to come 
from them. Of course the Devil could 
use their names without informing them 
of the fact. Indeed it is quite unusual 
for a man to know when his name is 
being forged. 

A NEW CHAMPION. 

BUT while Mr. Stead has been pursuing 
his investigations, the cause of Spiritual-
ism has received aid from another quarter. 
A book just published by T. Fisher 
Unwin, entitled, " Do the Dead Re-
turn ? " gives the result of a Church of 
England clergyman's dealings with the 
spirits. The clergyman states that until 
three years ago he shared the generally 
received opinions respecting the phe-
nomena of Spiritualism, and had ascribed 
them " partly to self-delusions and sub-
jective impressions of particular minds, 
partly to fraud and trickery." A book 
fell into his hands, from which he learned 
that several well-known and eminent 
men of science had, after long and patient 
investigation, become converts, and he 
concluded that the subject was one of 
great importance, and worth " reverent 
and thoughtful examination." 

His first difficulty was with the fact 
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that the Bible forbids seeking to the 
spirits of the dead ; but this difficulty 
was removed when he " came in contact 
with a family in whose house the phe-
nomena came spontaneously—unbidden 
and unasked for. Departed members of 
the family manifested their presence in 
an unmistakable manner. They gave 
clear proof of their identity, of the benefi-
cent purpose of their return and commu-
nications." Therefore he gave himself to 
the study of the subject, convinced that 
there was no longer any cause for hesita-
tion on the ground of moral danger. He 
didn't seek the spirits, he simply let them 
come to him. The little book which he 
has written gives in a clear, straightfor-
ward manner his experiences in spirit 
communication. These experiences he 
classifies under four heads, namely, spirit 
knocks, spirit writing, spirit voices, and 
spirit forms. That indicates the growth 
of his experience. First he heard the 
rappings ; then he got more satisfactory 
communications through writing; then 
he developed sufficiently to be able to 
converse with the spirits ; and lastly they 
appeared to him. 

It is unnecessary to quote his experi-
ences, as it would require too much space. 
Suffice it to say that they are told with 
a candour and minuteness of detail that 
cannot fail to convince the reader that he 
is telling the exact truth as to what he 
heard and saw. The following, which is 
the closing paragraph of a full column 
notice of the book in the Daily Chronicle, 
shows the effect of the book upon the 
general reader :— 

" The Psychical Research people seem 
to think that they have disposed of the 
miracles' of Spiritualism when they 

have found a conjurer who can imitate 
them. That, of course, is nonsense. 
The fact that a conjurer can do certain 
things by trickery is no proof that Spirit-
ualists can not do them by other means. 
Hocus-pocus by a conjurer with a locked 
slate and a wisp of muslin has really not 
a great deal to do with the question 
whether Spiritualists can or cannot raise 
the dead. As well refuse to believe in 
a thunderstorm because they can produce 
first-rate lightning at the Lyceum." 

The clergyman himself says :— 

" That the so-called dead return, and 
are able, under certain conditions, to hold 
intercourse with the living, I regard as a 
fact as well established and as undeniable 
as any fact in science." 

In another place he says of his experi-
ences in spirit writing, " If I were to 
doubt it, I cannot well see on what 
grounds I could reasonably credit the 
evidence of my senses respecting any 
other matter in life." For our part, we 
cannot have the slightest doubt that he 
saw and heard all that he says he did. 
Those who think to combat Spiritualism 
by scouting the reality of its phenomena, 
are the very ones who will in the end be  

the most terribly deceived by it. There is 
a reality to them,—the reality of the 
power of Satan. 

THE OBJECT OF THE MANIFESTATIONS. 

So MUCH for the statement of the case. 
Now the question arises, What is the ob-
ject of these manifestations? The Chris-
tian Commonwealth, in which the inter-
views with Mr. Stead appears, says :— 

" But even allowing that Mr. Stead 
and all other mediums are not self-
deceived, not victims of a delusion or 
deception, but are really dealing with 
occult forces or phenomena which cannot 
be explained by any known laws, it is 
still true that we may properly enough 
ask the question, cui bono ?" 

To this Mr. Stead replied in his second 
interview as follows :— 

" I am surprised to see in the editorial 
of the Christian Commonwealth the in-
quiry, ' cui bono ? ' I cannot understand 
how anyone could ask what good it is to 
know that your loved ones are living 
after death, and that they are still able to 
take an affectionate interest in your wel-
fare. Those who can ask that are 
capable of asking cui bon,o ? ' of the 
existence of love itself. But apart from 
human affection and the enormous boon 
that it would be to poor suffering human 
beings who are mourning the dead who 
seem to return no more, the fact of spirit-
return is of theological value, to which I 
should have thought the editor of the 
Christian Commonwealth would have been 
keenly alive. In the passage from the 
correspondence in the Daily Chronicle, 
which you quoted at the end of the inter-
view last week, Robert Buchanan puts 
the thing in a nutshell : When all is 
said and done, the question between 
Christ, or Christianity, and the world is 
this,—Is there, or is there not, another life 
beyond this life we live ? Everything 
hangs or falls by that ? ' Now, clearly, 
if the spirit of one who has died can come 
back and communicate, as the Intelligence 
that guides my hand claims to have done, 
that question is solved, and solved once 
for all in the Christian sense." 

Thus when it is asked, What is the 
good of these phenomena? the answer is, 
that they demonstrate that there is an-
other life. This sort of demonstration is 
taken in all seriousness by another re-
ligious paper, the Christian World. In 
its issue of February 9, there was a lead-
ing editorial of some length, with the 
heading, "A Bridge to the Unseen World." 
It calls attention to the conflict between 
infidelity or agnosticism and Christianity, 
and quotes from two prominent sceptics, 
who claim that Christianity has up to 
date furnished no evidence that there is 
a future life. The article then proceeds 
thus :— 

" The challenge to Christianity then is, 
if it would bring the world back to genu-
ine belief in its supernatural histories, to 
produce corroborative evidence from con-
temporary phenomena. Mr. Stephen, in 
the essays just alluded to, declares that 
theology is unable to scientifically prove  

one single point of its connection about 
the supernatural. The remarkable feat-
ure of the present position is that exactly 
upon this crucial point a large and con-
stantly increasing body of witnesses, 
whom it would be very difficult to con-
vict either of fraud or of imbecility, are 
coming forward to declare that the evi-
dence demanded, and declared impossible 
of production, is actually accessible. Our 
readers may remember a book by Flor-
ence Marryatt, to which we a short time 
ago drew attention, entitled, There is 
no Death,' in which the well-known 
authoress relates her experience of inter-
course with departed friends, her dead 
daughter amongst them, on evidence 
which she declares as good as any which 
Stanley could produce of the truth of his 
assertions about his Central African 
forest." 

Then follow references to Mr. Stead's 
revelations, and an enthusiastic notice 
of the book, " Do the Dead Return." to 
which we have already referred ; and the 
article closes thus:— 

" We must leave these statements and 
the others of which this remarkable book 
is full, to make their own impression on 
the minds of our readers. Whatever 
theory may be formed of them, it is evi-
dent that the materialism and agnosti-
cism which of late have so loudly claimed 
to represent the really cultured and sane 
mind of the age, and which flatly deny 
to man any knowledge of the unseen, are 
now being squarely challenged on their 
own ground. The agnostics must either 
explain these phenomena, or abate their 
own pretensions. The theme is ripe for 
a thoroughly scientific investigation and 
for a scientific verdict. The gainsayers 
and deniers of the age have a plainly-
defined issue put before them. The New 
Testament is a record of sniritual phe-
nomena and revelation. We are told 
that these things are incredible because 
nothing answering to them is produced 
now. It is time for materialistic agnos-
ticism, in the light of what is declared to 
be actually going on in our midst, to 
prove that statement." 

We have quoted what others think is 
the object of these phenomena, and now 
we will point out their actual object. 
They are given for no other purpose than 
to throw discredit upon the Bible, and to 
lessen the dependence of people upon its 
testimony. Indeed, they are for the pur-
pose of leading professed Christians to 
let the Bible go entirely, and to depend 
on something else. Do you ask how this 
can be ? The answer is plain. The 
Bible is given for the sole object of re-
vealing to men the fact that there is an-
other life for them, and of showing them 
how to attain to it. " Well then," says 
one, " I should think that these things 
are exactly in harmony with the Bible." 
Not by any means, because they exactly 
coincide with the infidel objection that 
the Bible does not reveal a future life. 
And the lamentable fact is that professed 
believers in the Bible unconsciously agree 
with the doubters of the Bible, by admit- 
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ting that communication with the spirits 
is necessary in order to prove that there 
is another life. Thus they virtually ad-
mit the charge of the sceptics, that the 
Bible does not teach the certainty of an-
other life. This point alone should con-
vince the thoughtful and reverent that 
the whole business of spirit communica-
tion is of the devil. 

The Bible teaches that there is another 
life for men, if they will have it. It also 
teaches that the dead know not anything, 
and that there is no possibility of com-
municating with them. Spiritualism, 
and this embraces as we have seen many 
who are not called Spiritualists, says 
that the dead do return and communi-
cate, and that this is the only sure evi-
dence of another life. Here is a direct 
conflict. Both cannot be true. Who-
ever accepts Spiritualism must throw 
away the Bible ; and he who does that 
throws away all the morality of the Bible. 
This seems like a severe charge to make; 
but it is not a charge, it is a simple state-
ment of fact. 

LIFE PROMISED IN THE BIBLE. 

THAT the Scriptures do promise a life 
altogether different from the natural life 
of men, must be plain to the ordinary 
reader. Speaking by the command of 
God to men alive in the flesh, Moses 
said : " I call heaven and earth to record 
this day against you, that I have set be-
fore you life and death, blessing and 
cursing ; therefore choose life, that thou 
and thy seed may live." Deut. xxx. 19. 

David, inspired by the Spirit of the 
Lord, said : " I have set the Lord always 
before me ; because He is at my right 
hand, I shall not be moved. Therefore 
my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth ; 
my flesh also shall rest in hope. For 
Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell [the 
grave] ; neither wilt Thou suffer Thine 
holy one to see corruption. Thou wilt 
show me the path of life ; in Thy presence 
is fulness of joy ; at Thy right hand there 
are pleasures for evermore." Ps. xvi. 
8-11. 

At the beginning of His earthly min-
istry, Jesus said : "And as Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of man be lifted up ; that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have eternal life. For God 
so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life." John iii. 14-16. 

To the people He said : " I am the 
door ; by Me if any man enter in, he 
shall be saved ; and shall go in and out, 
and find pasture. The thief cometh not 
but for to steal, and to kill, and to de-
stroy ; I am come that they might have 
life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly." John x. 9, 10. 

To the young man who came to Jesus,  

saying, " What good thing shall I do 
that I may inherit eternal life ? " Jesus 
said, " If thou wilt enter into life, keep 
the commandments." 

The apostle Paul declares himself to 
be " an apostle of Jesus Christ, accord-
ing to the promise of life which is in 
Christ Jesus." Titus i. 1. 

All these promises of life are spoken to 
living men. They are promises of a life 
that they are not in possession of ; they 
are promises of another life, even of an 
endless life. They are promises of a life 
that is not natural to man, and which 
cannot be found except in the Gospel of 
Christ, for life and immortality are 
brought to light in the Gospel. 2 Tim. 
i. 10. 

THE CERTAINTY OF ANOTHER LIFE. 

Now the question comes, "Can we 
know positively that there is another 
life ? " Here is what the Christian Com-
monwealth has to say upon the subject :— 

" When Spiritualists can show to us 
that their new revelations have made 
them more active in doing the things 
which Cnristianity enjoins, we shall then 
be more inclined to look seriously at the 
claims they make." 

" But we do not see that there is any-
thing in these messages which is of any 
importance, except what Christians be-
lieved before on the testimony of the 
Scriptures. And this is precisely our 
difficulty with the question which Mr. 
Stead has raised. He talks about Mr. 
Robert Buchanan's desire to know that 
there is a future life. But this is pre-
cisely what Mr. Buchanan cannot know, 
neither can Mr. Stead know it. The 
doctrine of a future life is necessarily an 
appeal to faith, and not to knowledge." 

Herein the Christian Commonwealth is 
opening the way for the full acceptance 
of Spiritualism, when it shall have be-
come a little more pronounced, and pop-
ular. It claims that from the Bible men 
cannot positively know that there is an-
other life. But Spiritualism claims to 
demonstrate the fact. Now when the 
writer of those words sees the exact rep-
resentations of his dead friends, and 
grasps their hands, and talks with them, 
receiving messages from them, and re-
minders of events that happened long 
ago, he will be ready to say that he 
knows. Such a test is sure to come 
sooner or later. 

The truth is that God wants us to 
know that there is another life. The 
apostle John writes : " He that believeth 
on the Son of God hath the witness in 
himself ; he that believeth not God bath 
made Him a liar ; because he believeth 
not the record that God gave of His Son. 
And this is the record, that God hath 
given to us eternal life, and this life is in 
His Son. He that bath the Son hath 
life ; and he that hath not the Son of 
God hath not life. These things have I 
written unto you that believe on the  

name of the Son of God ; that ye may 
know that ye have eternal life." 1 John 
v. 10-13. 

Christianity is not conjecture, nor a 
blind dependence upon uncertainty. It 
is positive knowledge. But how is it 
possible for men to know that there is 
another life? The answer is, By faith. 
We know it by faith. As shown in the 
text just quoted, those who believe know 
that they have eternal life. Faith en-
ables us to lay hold of that life, and know 
of it by actual experience. The apostle 
Paul exhorts us to " lay hold on eternal 
life." 1 Tim. vi. 12. A man is to know 
the fact of another life, because he lives 
it ; for the Scriptures say that "the just 
shall live by faith." 

The apostle John also says : " That 
which was from the beginning, which we 
have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we have looked upon, and 
our hands have handled, of the Word of 
life, (for the life was manifested, and we 
have seen it, and bear witness, and show 
unto you that eternal life which was with 
the Father, and was manifested unto us); 
that which we have seen and heard de-
clare we unto you, that ye also may have 
fellowship with us ; and truly our fellow-
ship is with the Father, and with His 
Son Jesus Christ." 1 John i. 1-3. 

Eternal life, even the life of God, dwelt 
in Christ. The disciples who were with 
Christ on earth, saw the manifestation 
of that life. They have declared it to us, 
that we may have the same fellowship 
that they had. And how can this be? 
Jesus says : " Behold, I stand at the 
door, and knock ; if any man hear My 
voice, and open the door, I will come in 
to him, and will sup with him, and he 
with Me." Rev. iii. 20. And again : 
"If a man love Me, he will keep My 
words, and My Father will love him, and 
We will come unto him, and make our 
abode with him." John xiv. 23. 

This is how we may know the certainty 
of eternal life. Christ, in whom is that 
life, is to dwell, not simply in our houses, 
and to walk and talk with us, but to 
dwell within us. Our knowledge does 
not depend upon communications from 
spirits which contradict the Bible, but 
on the revelation of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, according to His word. 

Here is the experience of the Christian : 
" I am crucified with Christ ; neverthe-
less I live ; yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me ; and the life which I now live in 
the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave Himself 
for me." Gal. ii. 20. If anyone asks 
the real believer about another life, he can 
reply with positiveness that he knows 
that there is such a thing. If asked how 
he knows, he can point to the word of 
God and can say that by believing he is 
now in actual possession of another life, 
even the life of Christ, and that is 
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" future life " too, continuing to all eter-
nity, because Christ is alive for evermore. 

In what does this life consist ? In 
righteousness. It is received through the 
Spirit, because " to be spiritually minded 
is life and peace." And the apostle says : 
"And if Christ be in you, the body is dead 
because of sin ; but the Spirit is life be-
cause of righteousness." Rom. viii. 10. 
Righteousness and life are identical. " If 
there had been a law given which could 
have given life, verily righteousness 
should have been by the law." Gal. iii. 
21. But as righteousness cannot come 
by man's own acts, since it is entirely 
foreign to his natural life, there must be 
another life given, in order that he may 
have righteousness, and that life of right-
eousness is in Christ. He who has Christ 
has the life. The knowledge of another 
life, therefore, is simply the knowledge 
of righteousness through Christ. To say 
that a man cannot know that there is 
another life, is only to say that there is 
no such thing as actual, absolute right-
eousness. Or else it is to say that a man 
has righteousness in himself. 

DENYING THE GOSPEL. 
WHEN in the settlement of any ques-

tion the Bible has less authority with 
people than something else has, they 
have virtually repudiated it as a whole. 
The evidence of the possibility of life after 
death is furnished in the Bible in the 
numerous cases of the raising of the 
dead, and by the resurrection of Christ 
Himself, by means of which all other 
cases of resurrection were accomplished. 
Now when people require spirit commu-
nications in order that they may know 
that there is another life than this, it 
shows that they do not believe the Bible 
record concerning the miracles of Christ 
and of His own resurrection. 

What then ? Simply this, that as they 
have taken the communications of the 
spirits as better evidence of a future life 
than the statements of the Bible, they 
will most naturally take what the spirits 
say about any point of doctrine and prac-
tice, in preference to what the Scriptures 
say on the same point. 

The apostle John says " He that be-
lieveth not God hath made Him a liar ; 
because he believeth not the record that 
God gave of His Son. And this is the 
record, that God hath given to us eternal 
life, and this life is in His Son." There-
fore whenever people claim that it is 
necessary to receive communications 
from spirits in order that they may be 
sure that there is another life for man, 
they show their disbelief of the record 
which God has given, and thus charge 
Him with lying. And when God has 
been thus charged with lying, the author-
ity of His word is forever at an end with 
those people. Thus professed Christians 
are putting themselves on the same ground  

with professed infidels, in relation to the 
Bible. 

Thus Spiritualism is from first to last 
against the Gospel. It is against it, in 
denying the plain statements of the Bible, 
and it is still further against it in claim-
ing that man has life, and therefore right-
eousness in himself. It leads to trust in 
man instead of in Christ, since it exalts 
man to the place which God alone occu-
pies. More and more people are resting 
their knowledge and hope of heaven upon 
their dead friends, and not upon Christ. 
Mr. Stead and also the Church of England 
clergyman speak of the comfort which 
these communications give to those who 
have lost friends. But when men depend 
upon such things for comfort, where is 
their dependence upon " the God of all 
comfort, the Father of mercies " ? 

Such comfort as that is the comfort of 
the heathen. Comfort without Christ is 
perdition. This is why so much space is 
given to this matter. It is a vital one. 
Satan is preparing a snare for all the 
people on the earth, and unconsciously 
many are falling into it. There is only 
one way of escape, and that is the accep-
tance of Christ through His word. Christ 
dwells in the word, and thus it is that 
man is to live "by every word that pro-
ceedeth out of the mouth of God." He 
who allows himself to depart in the 
slightest .degree from the straight reading 
of the Scriptures, has no safeguard. Just 
to the extent that one does not take the 
Scriptures, does he not take Christ. 

Now mark the inevitable result. The 
Inspired Word says that just before 
Christ's coming Satan will work " with 
all power and signs and lying wonders, 
and with all deceivableness of unright-
eousness in them that perish ; because 
they received not the love of the truth, 
that they might be saved. And for this 
cause God shall send them strong delu-
sion that they should believe a lie ; that 
they all might be damned, who believed 
not the truth, but had pleasure in un-
righteousness." 2 These. ii. 9-12. 

When one rejects the truth there is 
nothing left for him but to believe a lie. 
And so the men who are fondly hoping 
that in Spirit communication they will 
be able to find that evidence which Christ 
alone can give, are unconsciously inviting 
every delusion that Satan can invent. 
"No lie is of the truth." Satan is the 
father of lies, and is therefore the author 
of spirit communications, which deny the 
truth of the Bible. 

Fortunately there is no need for any-
body to be deceived. " When the enemy 
shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of 
the Lord shall lift up a standard against 
him." Isa. lix. 19. God's word is the 
standard ; it is the only safeguard. By 
it, and by it alone, man can live, not 
only now but eternally, for the word of 
the Lord endureth for ever. 

PREPARING FOR AN INQUISITION. 

UNDER the supervision of Dr. Park-
hurst, New York has a vigilance league, 
which aims at having at least one capable 
man in each of the 1137 electoral divi-
sions of the city, with the following work 
outlined for each :— 

" The duty of each of those men will 
be to make himself thoroughly conver-
sant with all that concerns the district 
under his charge. It is recommended, 
in order to insure thoroughness, that 
each supervisor should prepare a chart of 
his own district, with the names of resi-
dents so fast as he may come to know 
their names, nationality, etc. Buildings 
used for other than purposes of regidence 
should be considered in detail, and their 
character noted so far as such memoranda 
can be of any use in securing the results 
already specified. This will include 
schools and saloons, a full account of 
which latter will embrace such particu-
lars as the brewer under whose auspices 
the saloon is run, the general tone of the 
place, the relations subsisting between it 
and the policeman on the beat or the 
captain of the precinct ; whether it is 
kept open in unlawful hours, the age and 
character of its customers, whether it is 
licensed, and if so whether its existence 
is necessitated by the paucity of saloons 
in the neighbourhood, or whether people 
living in proximity are enduring its pres-
ence under protest. The survey and tab-
ulation must, of course, include a state-
ment as to all houses of prostitution, 
pool-rooms, policy-shops, and gambling-
houses in the district." 

The reader will readily see that every 
preparation has been made for a first-
class inquisition, when a rigid Sunday 
law comes to be enforced. For all that 
machinery will be brought to bear upon 
the artisan or the day labourer who obeys 
God rather than man in the matter of 
Sabbath observance. In fact, they will 
suffer by it far more than anybody else, 
because they will not use bribes, and 
others will. There are trying times ahead 
for those in the United States who will 
persist in clinging to the liberty of the 
Gospel. 

" THE Bible is not a museum, but a 
storehouse. If we treat it as the former, 
we find in it the petrified bread which 
sustained the life of those who lived 
thousands of years ago, and we can take 
it up, look at it with interest and curiosity, 
believe in its genuineness, and lay it back 
in its place. But if we treat it as the 
latter, we find in it the fresh manna 
which sustains our present spiritual life. 
Petrified bread will never nourish the 
body. We are to seek truth for the 
sanctifying power it may have on our own 
lives, and not for the sake of being able 
to realise how valuable it was or is or 
might be for somebody else." 

No conflict, no victory ; no victory, no 
progress. 
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"Hear; for I vrIH 'peak of exoelk.nt things; and the opening 

of My Ups shell be right things." Prov. 8: I. 

ALONE WITH COD. 

INTO my closet fleeing, as the dove 
Doth homeward flee, 

I haste away to ponder o'er Thy love 
Alone with Thee 

In the dim wood, by human ear unheard, 
Joyous and free, 

Lord, I adore Thee, feasting on Thy word 
Alone with Thee. 

Amidst the busy city, thronged and gay, 
But One I see, 

Tasting sweet peace, as unobserved I pray 
Alone with Thee. 

O happy life I Life hid with Christ in God 
So making me, 

At home, and by the wayside, and abroad, 
Alone with Thee. 

—Mrs. Prentiss. 

BENEFITS OF BIBLE STUDY. 

"ALL Scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness, that the man of God may 
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 
good works." In the word of God is 
contained everything essential to the 
perfecting of the man of God. It is like 
a treasure house, full of valuable and 
precious stores, but we do not appreciate 
its riches, nor realise the necessity of 
equipping ourselves with the treasures 
of truth. We do not realise the great 
necessity of searching the Scriptures for 
ourselves. Many neglect the study of 
the word of God in order to pursue some 
worldly interest, or to indulge in some 
trifling pleasure. A passing affair is 
made an excuse for ignorance of the 
Scriptures given by inspiration of God. 
Oh, we might better pub off anything of 
an earthly character than the investiga-
tion of the word of God, which is able to 
make us wise unto life eternal. 

"Given by inspiration of God," "able 
to make us wise unto salvation," render-
ing " the man of God perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works "—the 
Book of books has the highest claims 
to our reverent attention. Superficial 
study of the word of God cannot meet 
the claims it has upon us, nor furnish 
us with the benefit that is promised. 
We should seek to learn the full mean-
ing of the words of truth, and to drink 
deep the spirit of the holy oracles. To 
read daily a certain number of chapters, 
or to commit to memory a stipulated 
amount of Scripture, without careful 
thought as to the meaning of the text, 
will profit but little. To study one pas. 
sage until its significance is clear to the 
mind, and its relation to the plan of 
salvation is evident, is of more value 
than the perusal of many chapters with 
no definite purpose in view and no posi-
tive instruction gained. We cannot ob-
tain wisdom from the word of God with-
out giving earnest and prayerful atten-
tion to its study. It is true that some  

portions of Scripture are, indeed, too 
plain to be misunderstood ; but there 
are many portions whose meaning can-
not be seen at a glance; for the truth 
does not lie upon the surface. In order 
to understand the meaning of such pas-
sages, scripture must be compared with 
scripture ; there must be careful re-
search and prayerful reflection. Such 
study will be richly repaid. As the 
miner discovers precious veins of metal 
concealed beneath the surface of the 
earth, so will he who perseveringly 
searches the word of God as for hid 
treasure find truths of the greatest value 
which are concealed from the careless 
seeker. 

You must dig in the mine of truth till 
you find its richest treasure, and by 
comparing scripture with scripture you 
may find the true meaning of the text. 
But if you do not make the sacred 
teaching of God's word the rule and 
guide of your life, the truth will be 
nothing to you. Truth is efficient only 
as it is carried out in practical life. If 
the word of God condemns some habit 
you have indulged, a feeling you have 
cherished, a spirit you have manifested, 
turn not from the word of God, but turn 
away from the evil of your doings, and 
let Jesus cleanse and sanctify your 
heart. Confess your faults, and forsake 
them wholly and determinedly, believing 
the promises of God, and showing your 
faith by your works. If the truths of 
the Bible are woven into practical life, 
they will bring the mind up from earth-
liness and debasement. Those who are 
conversant with the Scriptures will be 
men and women who exert an elevating 
influence. 

In searching for heaven-revealed 
truths, the Spirit of God is brought 
into close connection with the sincere 
searcher of the Scriptures. An under-
standing of the revealed will of God 
enlarges the mind, expands, elevates, 
and endows it with new vigour, by 
bringing its faculties into contact with 
stupendous truth. No study is better 
to give energy to the mind, to strengthen 
the intellect, than the study of the word 
of God. No other book is so potent in 
elevating the thoughts, in giving vigour 
to the faculties, as is the Bible, which 
contains the most ennobling truths. If 
God's word were studied as it should be, 
we would see breadth of mind, stability 
of purpose, nobility of character, such as 
is rarely seen in these times. 

But the study of the word of God is 
made a secondary consideration, and a 
great loss is sustained thereby. The 
understanding takes the level of the 
things with which it becomes familiar. 
If all would make the Bible their study, 
we would see a people who were better 
developed, who were capable of thinking 
more deeply, who would manifest greater 
intelligence than those who have earn-
estly studied apart from the Bible the 
sciences and history of the world. The 
Bible gives the true seeker for truth:an 
advanced mental discipline, and he comes  

from contemplation of Divine things 
with his faculties enriched ; self is 
humbled, while God and His revealed 
truth are exalted. It is because men 
are unacquainted with the precious Bible 
histories that there is so much lifting up 
of man and so little honour given to 
God. 

The Bible contains that which will 
give the Christian vigour of spirit and 
intellect. The Psalmist says, "The en-
trance of Thy word giveth light ; it 
giveth understanding unto the simple." 
The Bible is a wonderful book. It is a 
history that opens up to us the past 
centuries. Without the Bible we would 
have been left to conjectures and fables 
in regard to the occurrences of past ages. 
It is a prophecy that unveils the future. 
It is the word of God unfolding to us the 
plan of salvation, pointing out the way 
by which we may escape eternal death 
and gain eternal life. Of all the books 
that flood the world, however valuable, 
the Bible is the Book of books, most de-
serving of our study and admiration. 
It gives not only the history of this world 
but a description of the world to come. 
It contains instruction concerning the 
wonders of the universe, it reveals to 
our understanding the character of the 
Author of the heavens and the earth. 
In it is the revelation of God to man. 

The searching of all books of philoso-
phy and science cannot do for the mind 
and morals what the searching of the 
Bible can do, if its teaching is made 
practical. He who studies the Bible 
holds converse with patriarchs and 
prophets. He comes in contact with 
truth clothed in elevated language, 
which exerts a fascinating power over 
the mind and lifts the thought from the 
things of earth to the glory of the future 
immortal life. What wisdom of man 
can compare with the revelation of the 
grandeur of God ? Finite man who 
knows not God, seeks to lessen the value 
of the Scriptures, claiming that their 
supposed knowledge of science will not 
harmonize with the word of God ; but 
the word of God is a lamp unto our feet 
and a light unto our path. 

MRS. E. G. WHITE. 

A BUDDHIST PROPAGATION SOCIETY. 

A SIGN of the reviving activity of the 
Buddhist religion is seen in the work of 
the Buddha Gaya Maha Bodhi Society, 
the objects of which are the establish-
ment of a Buddhist monastery and a 
Buddhist college, the publication of 
Buddhist literature in Indian vernacu-
lars, and the support of Buddhist mis-
sionaries at Buddha Gaya, or Bud Gy a, 
in Behar, India, the spot where Gautama, 
sitting under the great banyan tree, 
B c. 588, is said to have received his 
call to become the Buddha. From this 
place it is intended to start a gigantic 
mission for the propagation of the Budd-
hist faith throughout the world. It is 
intended to unite the Buddhist coun-
tries—China, Japan, Siam, Cambodia, 



Nepaul, Burmah, Ceylon, Chittagong, 
Thibet, and Asakan—in this movement; 
and the secretary of the society repre-
sents that it has been cordially welcomed 
by the educated Hindoos of India. An 
address in its interest was delivered last 
year by the secretary at Rangoon; and 
contributions in its behalf are asked 
from Buddhists all over the world. The 
high priest of Ceylon is president of the 
society ; Colonel Olcott is its director 
and chief adviser ; and Sir Edwin Ar-
nold is said to have expressed sympathy 
with it.—Selected. 

A MODERN INQUISITION. 

THE following facts are related in the 
course of an article in the current issue 
of The Contemporary Review, entitled 
" On a Russian Farm " :— 

One fine day, when the sun was shining 
kindly, the flowers smiling sweetly, and 
the birds proclaiming the goodness of 
God, a panting lad rushed into the place 
shouting, " Black day !" The peasants 
flew from their huts to learn more of the 
sad news ; mothers clutched their babies; 
fathers clenched their teeth ; even. 	little 

w children realised that danger as near. 
" What have you seen ? " asked the 

mothers. 
" A priest with a district inspector in 

one waggon, and another waggon full of 
police." 

A thick cloud of dust appeared be-
tween the last houses of the village, and 
soon the two waggons drew up in the 
centre of the wretched place. Out 
jumped the priest ; behind him stood 
the soldiers, one of whom held a rope. 

" Here, you," said the priest sternly, 
pointing to the nearest villager, " show 
me your certificate of having come to 
communion." 

" Dearest father," replied the peasant, 
"1 have'nt got it." 

" You dog," continued the Gospel 
messenger, " why did you stay away from 
communion ? " 

" The harvest, hard work, my wife was 
ill. Oh, forgive me, dear little father," 
cried the wretched man. And falling on 
his knees, he clutched the hem of the 
priest's robe. 

" I'll teach you to find time," said the 
priest significantly. "Twenty-five will 
suit him—eh ? " said he, turning to the 
district inspector, whose military cap, 
rows of brass buttons, belts, boots, and 
sword gave a strangely military charac-
ter to the missionary enterprise. 

The inspector had been a non-com-
missioned officer in the army, had served 
in the Turkoman campaign, and under-
stood the Oriental methods of earning 
money by official means. He and the 
priest were working this route on joint 
profits, and there was no danger, there-
fore, that the secular arm of the law 
would be raised to shield the crouching 
heretic from the sentence of the eccle-
siastical one. 

The priest's query was answered by 
an approving nod, and the police servants 
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promptly produced from beneath the 
second waggon a bench constructed with 
particular reference to the dimensions of 
a human body. The peasant was roped 
down to this with a dexterity born of 
constant practice, and a police soldier 
commenced to lay on the blows with a 
heavy lash. At the ninth blow the back 
of the priest's victim suggested the meat 
on a butcher's block, and at the tenth 
he roared out : " Dearest father have 
mercy ; I will pay what I can." 

The police inspector ordered a halt, 
and the priest asked gently, " Well, what 
will you pay for your sins my sweet 
child ? " 

" Five roubles," groaned the victim. 
"That's a fine joke," laughed the 

police inspector. " You take us for 
fools. Ha, ha ! only five roubles. Go 
on with the flogging." 

" You shall have ten," roared the 
peasant." 

" Nonsense ; go on with the flogging," 
answered the police inspector. 

"Twenty," finally came from the half-
dead body on the butcher's bench. 

The priest leaned his mouth to the 
poor fellow's ear, and said insinuatingly : 
" Let me intercede for you ; make it 
twenty-five, that is a nice round sum ; 
it breaks my heart to have you suffer. 
Shall we say twenty-five ? " 

The peasant could only nod his head 
feebly in sign of assent. The soldiers 
unstrapped him, his shirt was thrown 
over his bleeding body, and away he 
staggered to his hovel. The little money 
he had saved in the hope of buying a 
cow, or perhaps paying off arrears of 
taxes, was taken from him and put into 
the pockets of the priest and his official 
partner. That night was a bitter one 
in the hut of that poor man and his 
family. His only crime had been to 
worship God as he thought fit. He had 
harmed no man, had violated no law 
which a civilized man can respect. That 
poor peasant is too poor to emigrate, too 
ignorant to change his occupation, too 
helpless to avoid the petty tyranny that 
presses upon him. His cries never 
reach the outer world, for to him Heaven 
is high and the Czar far away. No 
newspaper correspondents penetrate to 
his miserable corner, and if they did they 
would never have gone back alive. 
Priests and police can do there pretty 
much as they like. No questions will 
be raised so long as the government re-
ceives the amount of taxes it has reason 
to expect. 

Alsenstorm's story made me feel sick, 
for it went on to tell me how the clerical 
beast went on from one peasant to the 
other, flogging each in turn, until he 
had squeezed out all the money that 
could reasonably be expected. After-
wards the cabins were searched in turn 
for any images or emblems that might 
be unorthodox, and when the visitation 
was completed, the peasants stared 
blankly at one another, as people over 
whom a devastating blizzard has passed. 
Of course, I suggested to my friend that  

the case he mentioned must be very ex-
ceptional indeed. 

" Exceptional !" exclaimed he ex-
citedly. " I wish it were. The Greek 
Church, backed by the Third Section, is 
visiting every village of the empire in 
the same spirit, if not with the same in-
struments, that I have referred to. The 
Protestants of the Baltic Provinces, the 
Finns, the Poles, the nonconforming 
Russians in every part of the country, 
the German colonists in Bessarabia, all 
are the objects of persecution to the 
very fullest possible extent. The more 
remote the heretic, the more brutal are 
the means employed for his conversion. 
In communities where the people are 
educated the priests have to be careful, 
but the spirit that underlies the war 
cry of Russia for the Russians,' is the 
same that watched the flogging of that 
bleeding heretic to the eastward of us. 
The Russian Church improves nothing ; 
it can only drag down, flog, and extermi-
nate. Give it time, and one day we shall 
lose the little light that still glimmers 
in Poland and along the Baltic." 

•	 

MARKS OF SPIRITUAL HEALTH. 

WHAT is the state of your pulse, my 
brother ? How is your appetite for 
Bible food ? Are you thoroughly alive 
or only gasping? Remember that our 
Lord came into this sin-sick world not 
only to give life, but that those who 
secure it might " have it more abun-
dantly." Bodily health is not possible 
to everybody, but spiritual health is 
within the reach of every Christian who 
really desires it and does what is nec-
essary to have it. Three things are 
certainly attainable. 

1. One of those is an increase of faith. 
This is more than an opinion, more 
than a sentiment ; it is an act of the 
soul. The faith you need is just the 
taking of Jesus Christ into your soul, 
appropriating Him and giving Him full 
lodgment there. The more you are 
filled with Jesus, the more strength you 
will possess. " This is the victory that 
overcometh the world even our faith." 
To wrestle with stubborn sin, to van-
quish doubts, to keep selfishness under, 
to carry heavy loads, to do all these 
things and other spiritual feats is be-
yond your power unless you are grap-
pled to Christ, and He to you. When 
the galvanic current enters a great 
horseshoe magnet it can lift heavy iron 
weights, and the moment that the cur-
rent is drawn off the weights drop. A 
Christ-faith is precisely such a vital 
current in the soul of a true believer. 
All the mighty Christians, from Paul to 
Luther, and from Luther to Spurgeon, 
have been mighty in faith. "According 
to your faith be ib unto you." That is 
the measure of spiritual health and 
strength. When our Lord rebuked the 
cowardly disciples in the night storm 
His question was, "Where is your faith ?" 
Lacking that, they were as weak as 
other men. The omnipotent Jesus 
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stands behind the precious promise, 
"All things are possible to him that be-
lieveth." Bind that promise as a front-
let between your eyes. 

2. With this increase of faith will 
come an increase of spiritual vigour. 
When a farmer or nurseryman discovers 
that his pear trees yield more blossoms 
than pears, he digs around them and 
puts a bushel or two of fertilizer about 
their roots. Then the more abundant 
life in the tree yields a more abundant 
fruitage. The simple reason why any 
Christian does not yield the fruits of 
the Spirit is the lack of inward vigour. 
The soil of his heart has become impov- 
erished. He needs the subsoiling of 
repentance and self-emptying, and a 
new inpouring of the Spirit of the Lnrd 
Jesus. " If a man abide in Me," saith 
Jesus, " he shall bring forth much fruit." 

Our churches are full of weaklings, 
and it is the debilitated folk who catch 
all the fevers that are going. In most 
physical sickness there is a battle be-
tween the disease and the constitution, 
and no doctor can do much for a patient 
who has not a reserve of vitality to 
slough off the disease. The difficulty 
with thousands of church members is a 
low spiritual vitality, and too many of 
them are dying of " heart failure." The 
only recovery for all these feeble and 
pitiable invalids must come from the 
tonic which Jesus Christ gives when He 
gives His purifying and quickening 
Spirit. There is a vague way of talking 
about a "revival," but there is no such 
thing as a genuine revival, either for a 
Christian or a whole church, except by 
a living again of Christ in the soul and 
a living again for Christ in the daily 
conduct. Every other sort of so-called 
revival is a temporary spasm or a pious 
sham. Hearken to the voice of Him 
who says, " I am come that ye might 
have life . . . more abundantly !" The 
revival that Christ brings with Him is 
like that which He brought to the tomb 
of Lazarus ; it can set even a corpse on 
its feet. 

3. There is one more blessing that 
will come with an increase of the Christ 
life in your soul, and that is genuine 
joyfulness. How can people expect sun-
shine in their rooms who keep their 
shutters barred up ? Joy depends more 
on nervous exhilaration or happy sur-
roundings ; it is net to be got for the 
asking, but for the acting. We have 
got to walk with our Master every day 
if we expect to walk in the sunlight. 
There is a lamentable lot of moping, 
peevish, sour-spirited Christians, so-
called, who are a disgrace to the name 
they bear. Who is ever converted by 
the sight of them ? Such parents dis-
gust their children with the bare name 
of religion. On the other hand, a 
healthy Christian carries a letter of rec-
ommendation in his cheerful counte-
nance and sunny temper. What music 
did that brace of apostles make when 
they sang their holy duet in the depths 
of Philippi's dungeon. Those early  

Christians drew honey out of the flinti-
est rocks, and the black waves of tribu-
lation and persecution phosphoresced 
with the sparkles of a holy gladness. 

Now here are three marks of spiritual 
health—more faith, more vigour, and 
more joy in the Lord. Christ offers 
them all to you, my friend, if you will 
accept them—in His way and on His 
terms. Quit that wretched hospital in 
which you have been lying, nearer dead 
than alive ! Take up thy bed and walk ! 
Then shall "your light break forth as 
the morning, and your healing shall 
spring forth speedily." Thy faith will 
make thee whole, and you can go on, 
leaping and praising God.—Rev. Theo-
dore L. Cuyler, in New York Evangel-
ist. 

"LEAD THOU ME ON." 

" For it pleased the Father that in Him should all ful-
ness dwell " Col i 19 

LEAD Thou me on, and then my feet though 
weary 

Shall never fall in life's rough, rugged way ; 
And though my path should lead through wilds 

most dreary, 
Guided by Thee my feet shall never stray. 

Fill me with love, and then my heart shall ever 
Show forth the light of Thy sweet love Divine ; 

And though this world my heart from Thee would 
sever, 

I can rejoice in knowing Thou art mine. 

Give me Thy power, and when my own strength 
fail me, 

I will be strong, for Thou art ever just; 
Through trials deep no evil shall befall me 

Under Thy wings I will securely trust. 

Give me Thy grace, the grace that more abound- 
eth, 

When all the hosts of sin upon me roll ; 
And though all cares and ills my way surround- 

eth 
Still I can rest, if Thou my life control. 

Give me Thy peace that passeth understanding, 
And wraps the soul in calm and sweet repose ; 

And though the storms would keep my soul from 
landing, 

At length I'll anchor, safe from all my foes. 

Lord, well I know, all these and more are given, 
In Christ alone in whom all riches dwell ; 

In Him by faith I grasp the joys of heaven, 
And taste the bliss my tongue now fails to tell. 

HARRY ARMSTRONG. 

INTERESTING TO NONCONFORMISTS. 

AT the wish of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, the headmasters of the 
public schools, at the annual conference 
in Merchant Taylors' School, discussed 
the question of religious teaching. Re-
solutions, for discussion only, were sub-
mitted, affirming that in all schools the 
children of Church parents should be 
definitely instructed in Church history 
and the Prayer Book as well as the 
Bible, and that the subject should be 
considered by the Headmasters' Confer-
ence and other associations of school-
masters and mistresses. 

Dr. Baker, Headmaster of Merchant 
Taylors' School, who presided, said there 
is a growing feeling of uneasiness at the 
very imperfect knowledge of religious 
subjects possessed by the educated 
classes. The complaint seemed to be 
that Church history was taught histori-
cally and critically, rather than doctrin-
ally. Many of the great public schools  

and grammar schools, and most of the 
merchant schools, he said, were founded 
distinctly as nurseries for the Church of 
England, and as seminaries in which 
definite religious truth should be taught. 
These schools had now opened their 
doors widely, and gave to all who wished 
it the protection of the conscience clause, 
but he thought the comparatively few 
who do not desire more definite religious 
teaching should not stand in the way of 
those who do. 

In the discussion there was by no 
means unanimity. While some head-
masters were all for " more definite "—
i.e., more denominational teaching, Dr. 
Welldon, of Harrow, said it was possible 
to look with some anxiety upon the 
mode of procedure suggested in the 
resolutions, if it were contemplated to 
make a marked distinction between boys 
who are members of the Church of 
England and those who are members of 
other bodies. He thought their endeav-
our should be not to magnify but, as 
far as possible, to minimise the differ-
ences between the great religious bodies. 
He looked on the ancient public schools 
as the property of the nation, as well as 
of the Church. Dr. Fearon, of Win-
chester, believed they would be doing no 
good in trying to thrust down the throats 
of young people definite views as to 
Disestablishment and points like that ; 
they had much better leave them alone. 
The resolutions were left to the Head-
masters' Conference. 

It will behove Nonconformist parents 
to watch public schools attended by 
their sons with a more zealous eye than 
ever, if they are to undergo the epidemic 
of " more definite religious teaching," 
from which so many Churchmen are now 
suffering.—Christian World. 

A BLACK HEN LAYS A WHITE EGG. 

THE egg is white enough, though the 
hen is black as a coal. This is a very 
simple thing, but it has pleased the 
simple mind of John Ploughman, and 
made him cheer up when things have 
gone hard with him. Out of evil comes 
good, through the great goodness of 
God. From threatening clouds we get 
refreshing showers ; in dark mines men 
find bright jewels ; and so from our worst 
troubles come our best blessings. The 
bitter cold sweetens the ground, and the 
rough winds fasten the roots of the old 
oaks. God sends us letters of love in 
envelopes with black borders. Many a 
time have I plucked sweet fruit from 
bramble bushes, and taken lovely roses 
from among prickly thorns. Trouble is 
to believing men and women like the 
sweetbrier in our hedges, and where it 
grows there is a delicious smell all 
around, if the dew do but fall upon it 
from above. 

Cheer up mates, all will come right in 
the end. The darkest night will turn to 
a fair morning in due time. Only let 
us trust in God, and keep our heads 
above the waves of fear. When our 
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hearts are right with God, everything is 
right. Let us look for the silver which 
lines every cloud, and when we do not 
see it, let us believe that it is still there. 
We are all at school, and our great 
Teacher writes many a lesson on the 
blackboard of affliction. Scant fare 
teaches us to live on heavenly bread; 
sickness bids us send off for the good 
Physician ; loss of friends makes Jesus 
more precious, and even the sinking of 
our spirits brings us to live more entirely 
upon God. All things are working to-
gether for the good of those who love 
God. Thus the black hen lays a white 
egg. 
" Since all that I meet shall work for my good, 

The bittor is sweet, the medicine is food; 
Though painful at present, 'twill ()Elate before 

long, 
And then, oh, how pleasant the conqueror's 

song ! " 

—C. H. Spurgeon. 

EVOLUTION. 

EVOLUTION signifies unrolling. You 
unroll a monad a few millions of years, 
and you have an oyster. You unroll 
your oyster for ages on ages, and you 
have a tadpole. You unroll your tad- 
pole long enough, and you have a 
monkey : and you unroll your monkey a 
few thousand centuries and you have an 
infidel ! And this is science ? But will 
this theory stand the test of experiment ? 

Suppose for illustration that a man 
should say to me, " there is an oak tree 
five hundred years old, which originally 
sprang from an oyster ! " 

" I don't believe it," I promptly reply. 
" Of course you do not believe it, you 

are not a scientific man, and you have 
nob lived five hundred years. But if 
you will go and get an oyster and plant 
ib here, and get you a three legged stool 
and sit down and watch it five hundred 
years, you will see." 

But I am not prepared to do that, and 
the man of science seems to have the 
best of the argument. But I say, 

"Let us walk up through the grove, 
and see what we can find. There is an 
oak three hundred years old, there is one 
fifty years old, another thirty years old, 
another twenty years, another ten, 
another five, another three, another two, 
another one year old, and there is 
another just sprouting out of the acorn 
and coming forth to light. Now why do 
I want to wait five hundred years to see 
if an oyster will turn into an oak, when 
I can by walking five hundred yards, see 
the whole process of the oak's growth 
from the acorn to the proudest monarch 
of the forest. 

We are told that there is a regular 
gradation from the lowest to the highest 
organized forms. So there may be a 
regular gradation from a tea-kettle up 
to an ocean steam boiler, but that does 
not prove that a tea kettle will ever de-
velop into a steam boiler. There is a 
regular gradation from a gill cup to a 
gallon measure, but the gill cup will 
never grow to hold a 'gallon. The pint  

will always be a pint, and the gallon a 
gallon, just as the monkey will always 
be a monkey and never become an infidel, 
even if the sceptic insists that they are 
very near together, and need nothing 
but a " missing link " to unite them. 
That missing link will always be miss-
ing. The middle round of a ladder is 
much nearer the top than the bottom 
round, but it will never climb an inch 
higher; it stays where it was put.—
H. L. Hastings. 

THE UNSPEAKABLE GIFT. 

I RECENTLY received through the mail 
from an unknown friend a generous gift. 
Its reception touched a tender chord in 
my heart and opened the fountain of 
tears. This gift and the giver have often 
since been in my thoughts, and as often 
has my heart overflowed with gratitude 
both to my kind friend and to the boun-
tiful Giver of all good. This kindness 
has been to me the means both of tem-
poral and spiritual good. It has led me 
to think more highly of God's "unspeak-
able gift," and has called forth more 
fervent gratitude to Him for it. I have 
been led to ask myself: " If I am so 
grateful for a gift comparatively so 
small, how grateful should I be to my 
heavenly Father for bestowing upon me 
the greatest gift in His power to be-
stow ? " I can conceive of nothing that 
could have been more costly than the 
gift of His only Son, infinitely dear to 
His heart. 

"  0, 'twas love, 'twas wondrous love 
The love of God to me, 

It brought the Saviour from above 
To die on Calvary ! " 

Amazing love, too, was it, that Christ, 
the Son of God, should love me, a poor 
sinner, and give Himself for me. Hard, 
indeed, must be my heart not to melt, 
and to overflow with gratitude at the 
contemplation of such kindness and com-
passion. And yet there are those that 
can hear of this love all unmoved. Not 
a tear do they shed ; not an emotion of 
gratitude do they feel. They are grate-
ful in view of human kindness, but are 
as indifferent as the brutes at the 
amazing love of their infinite benefactor. 
—Clericus. 

PRAYING FOR MORE FAITH. 

I HEAR men praying everywhere for 
more faith, but when I listen to them 
carefully and get at the real heart of 
their prayer, very often it is not more 
faith at all that they are wanting, but a 
change from faith to sight. 

" What shall I do with this sorrow 
that God has sent me ? " 

"Take it up and bear it, and get 
strength and blessing out of it." 

" Ah, if I only knew what blessing 
there was in it, if I saw how it would 
help me, then I could bear it." 

" What shall I do with this hard, 
hateful duty which Christ has laid right 
in my way ? " 

" Do it, and grow by doing it." 

" Ah, yes, if I could only see that it 
would make me grow." 

In both these cases do you not see 
that what you are begging for is not 
more faith, although you think it is, 
but sight. 

You want to see for yourself the 
blessing in the sorrow, the strength in 
the hard and hateful task. 

Faith says not, " I see that it is good 
for me, and so God must have sent it," 
but, "God sent it, and so it must be 
good for me." Faith walking in the 
dark with God only prays Him to clasp 
its hand more closely, does not even ask 
Him for the lighting of the darkness, so 
that the man may find the way himself. 
—Phillips Brooks. 

SOMEONE has been interviewing Mr. 
Vanderbilt on the subject of wealth, a 
subject upon which he ought to be able 
to speak with some assurance. He is 
reported to have said :— 

"Such wealth as mine to too heavy a 
burden for any man is bear. The 
weight of it is crushing me and killing 
me. I have no pleasure in it and no 
use for it. In what respect am I really 
better off than my neighbour who has 
only half a million dollars? He com-
mands more readily than I do the real 
happiness of life ; his house is as com-
fortable as mine ; he is healthier than 
I, because he has less anxiety ; he will 
probably live longer than I shall ; and, 
above all, he can trust his friends." 

He is truly to be pitied. Think of 
carrying a burden for which one has no 
use, and in which he takes no pleasure, 
and which is crushing the life out of 
him. And this is the exact situation of 
the possessor of so much wealth. Per-
haps the most pitiable part of the mat-
ter is that he does not seem to know 
that he is not obliged to carry the 
heavy burden. He could very quickly 
unload it if he would. 

IF the rich and the poor are ever to 
meet together, it must be in the poor 
man's territory; for money and locomo-
tion are correlative terms—the one can 
be transmuted into the other as heat 
into motion. Whereas the poor man 
must stay where he is put. We admire 
him who takes his life in his hand and 
goes to the Congo. Meantime we pick 
out the most comfortable place we can 
find to live in and to go to church in. 
We pay the travelling expenses of mis-
sionaries to carry the Gospel to the 
heathen, and when the heathen come 
to us, paying their own travelling ex-
penses, we turn our backs on them. 
They do not look quite as picturesque 
near by as through the prism of dis-
tance.—Dr. Edward Judson. 

WHICH do you choose, the fleeting 
riches and pleasures of this world, or the 
everlasting joys and treasures hid in 
Jesus ? Remember you cannot have 
both. 



JESUS, lover of my soul, 
Let me to Thy bosom fly, 

While the billows near me roll, 
While the tempest still is high ; 

Hide me, 0 my Saviour hide I 
Till the storm of life is past ; 

Safe into the haven guide, 
0 receive my soul at last ! 

Other refuge have I none, 
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee ; 

Leave, 0 leave me not alone I 
Still support and comfort me ; 

All my trust on Thee is stayed, 
All my help from Thee I bring; 

Cover my defenceless head 
With the shadow of Thy wing. 

—Charles Wesley. 

THE PEOPLE OF INDIA. 
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THE ONLY SAVIOUR. 

to be seen by men outside of their own 	 ONLY ONE. 
families. It would never do for them 	SPEAKING of the people of India, and 
to be seen in such a motley crowd, so of how few have laid hold of the only 
they are shut up tightly in their palan- One who can save them, makes me think 
quins. 	 of something I heard Dr. Pentecost tell 

It is indeed a motley crowd,—fifty a short time ago. 
different races of people, and two hun- 	Two men have fallen overboard and 
dred wild tribes, and all talking away in are in great danger of drowning. The 
ninety-eight different languages, and a people on the steamer are much excited, 
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	1.1  

much larger number of dialects! You 
could not understand them if you should 
try. Even if you had a Bible in their 
own language and should give it to one 
of the Indian ladies, it would do her no 
good unless you should learn her lan-
guage and then teach her how to read 
it ; for even queens in India have not 
been taught to read or write ! 

You could not help noticing how re-
ligious they all are. There are the 
Hindu, Mohammedan, Parsee,Jain, Sihk, 
Jewish, Roman Catholic, Christian, and 
many other forms of religion. I suppose 
the Mohammedan children pray oftener 
than you do, and besides learning the 
words of their prayers, they have to 
learn a great deal about how they are 
to stand when they pray, how to clasp 
their hands, and throw themselves on 
the ground, and count beads, &c. 

But isn't it sad ? Although all of 
this vast army of dying souls are reach-
ing out in every direction for a god who 
can save them, very, very few indeed 
have really laid hold of the right one 1 

What shall we do, allow them to sink 
in utter despair, and die without hope 
and without help ? Though you are 
but a little child, God will show you 
some way in which you can help these  

of course, and in their efforts to save the 
men, one gentleman, scarcely knowing 
what he does, throws his walking-stick 
out to one of the men in the water. 
Another gentleman, not so much ex-
cited, runs and gets a life-preserver and 
throws that to the other man in the 
water. 

As drowning men always catch at 
anything within their reach, so these 
men, when they come up, stretch out 
both hands, one laying hold of the walk-
ing-stick, and the other laying hold of the 
life-preserver—the only things within 
their reach. 

Although both take hold in just the 
same way, there is a great difference in 
the results : One man is held up above 
the water and is saved, while the other 
man sinks beneath the water and is lost. 

Why is it ? Why is the man with the 
walking-stick lost, when he lays hold of 
it just as earnestly and in just the same 
way as the other man lays hold of the 
life-preserver? Why, it is because he 
has laid hold of the wrong thing ! A 
walking-stick has no power to keep a 
drowning man from sinking, no matter 
how he takes hold of it. But the life-
preserver cannot sink, therefore a man 
cannot sink as long as he keeps hie 
hold on it, 

WE have already learned that there 
are about ten times as many people in 
India as in England and Wales, and 
about one-sixth as many as in the whole 
world. If you could put all of the people 
of India in one long line, and make them 
march past you, day and night, at the 
rate of one every second, it would take 
more than nine years for them all to 
pass by ! 

And what a sight it would be! There 
would be Europeans with white skins 
like yours, rich natives with skins that 
are almost white, and then a great many 
with yellowish skins, others nearlybrown, 
and still others perfectly black ! 

You would find that all of the Indian 
people have black hair and black eyes. 
What an army of dear little black-eyed 
children! some with just such roguish, 
dancing bright eyes as yours, but many 
with a sad wistful look that would make 
your very heart ache. 

You would probably see the Viceroy 
(the man appointed by the Queen to 
govern India) riding in his silver howdah 
on the back of a large elephant, with a 
golden umbrella over his head; the gov-
ernment officers in great state ; and the 
rajahs (native princes) also on elephants 
and dressed in costly garments. Fol-
lowing these you would see priests from 
the temples, soldiers from the army, mer-
chants from their shops, and servants 
from their various places of labour. High 
and low, rich and poor, people from the 
hot lowlands, the cool hills, and the 
snow-covered mountains ; people from 
the cities, with all the knowledge and 
refinement and fine clothes that civilisa-
tion and wealth can give; and people 
from the wild jungles with no education, 
no refinement, and no clothes. 

I imagine I see you hold your breath 
and shut your eyes when the opium 
smokers and their families pass by. No 
wonder, for they are almost like walk-
ing skeletons clothed in a few filthy 
rags. Poor people ! what can we do for 
them? 

" What are in those strange long boxes 
carried on the shoulders of the natives?" 
Why, don't you know ? Those contain 
the high caste ladies who are not allowed poor people, if you ask Him. 
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Now that is the way with so many of 
those poor people in India. They have 
laid hold of something, but alas, they 
have not laid hold of the right thing ; 
and therefore they are sinking lower and 
lower in destruction and perdition. They 
have felt the need of a Saviour, and have 
reached out and laid hold of gods many 
and lords many ; but no matter how 
earnestly they have laid hold of one of 
them, no matter how much they have 
believed in him, he has not been able to 
save them, for they have laid hold of the 
wrong one. Those idols have no more 
power to save them than the walking-
stick has power to save the drowning 
man, for, do you not remember ? there 
is only one name under heaven given 
among men whereby we must be saved ; 
and that name is Jesus ! Acts iv. 12. 

You may trust that your father or 
your mother can save you ; you may be-
lieve that a certain church can save you ; 
you may think that your good works 
will save you, or money, or some great 
idol; but no matter how earnestly you 
believe in them, just as surely as you 
lay hold of any of these things and trust 
in them to save you, just so surely you 
will be lost for ever. Jesus is the only 
one that can save you. 

Dear young friend, have you laid 
hold of the right one? Have you laid 
hold on Jesus ? Do you believe in Him ? 
Have you given yourself to Him ? He 
is the only one who can save you from 
sin, the only one who can save you from 
eternal death. 

"No other name has e'er been giv'n 
To souls by sin depraved ; 

No other name in earth or heav'n 
By which we can be saved." 

ESKIMOS IN CHICAGO. 

A FEW weeks ago there arrived at the 
World's Fair grounds a colony of Eski-
mos direct from Labrador. They have 
been brought there for exhibition during 
the World's Fair, and have come thus 
early so that they will get accustomed 
to the Chicago climate before the heats 
of next summer set in. The other day 
some of us went down to call upon 
them, and a very pleasant call we had. 

There are in the colony, all told, 
about sixty, of whom twenty-five are 
children, eleven boys and fourteen girls. 
Small wooden houses have been built 
for them, each family occupying one. 
The houses have but one room, with 
sometimes a little entry way in front. 
Each one is furnished with a small cook 
stove, a rough table, and a bed, some-
times two beds, according to the size of 
the family. These beds are only long, 
wide, shallow boxes, set on posts and 
fastened in a corner. 

But the people! If you will look at 
the pictures of Eskimos in your geogra-
phies or books of travel, you will see just 
how they look. They are short and 
broad, with faces as round as a full 
moon, eyes and hair as black as they 
can be, and the children had rosy eheeks 
and looked as if they were greatly en- 

joying life in Chicago. They were all 
dressed in seal-skin trousers and coats 
—not such seal-skin as we are accus-
tomed to see ladies's cloaks made of ; 
but another kind, of a light grey colour, 
with stripes of a darker gray. The 
little tots, not more than three or four 
years old, looked comical enough, tum-
bling about in seal-skin trousers only a 
few inches long on their short legs, and 
jackets which were a good deal wider 
than they were long on their broad 
little backs. The jackets of the men 
were like loose blouses, coming down 
just below the waist; but the women 
had made some attempt at fitting their 
garments, and their coats had a regular 
swallow-tail behind, which was bordered 
with an edging of darker fur, in the 
very latest Eskimo style, no doubt. 
Two girls in particular, who looked to 
be about fifteen or sixteen, were flitting 
about in the full consciousness of being 
fashionably and becomingly dressed. 
Their coats and trousers were evidently 
new and of the best material and the 
stripes were exactly matched ; their 
black hair brushed until it shone like 
satin, was plaited and tied, the one with 
vivid blue and the other with vivid red 
ribbons, and hung down behind in three 
long braids. 

A number of young men were show-
ing their skill in cracking a whip some 
thirty or forty feet long, while a group 
of admiring spectators looked on. There 
are also fifteen or twenty dogs, of the 
kind used in drawing sledges. They 
are yellowish white in colour, have long, 
shaggy hair, and such wolfish faces that 
you instinctively feel you would rather 
not meet one alone in a lonely place. 

There is a large tent made of skins 
in which are kept two or three kyaks, 
or Eskimo boats, which look just like 
those you have seen pictured; there are 
also spears and other rude implements 
for hunting and fishing. 

In one of the houses we came upon a 
pretty sight. Father, mother and little 
daughter had their heads together over 
a piece of work which absorbed their 
whole attention, and which proved to 
be the making and dressing of a doll. 
The mannikin was whittled out of a 
board ; was several inches long and a 
quarter of an inch thick, the head and 
body in one piece, and the legs and arms 
fastened on with wires which allowed 
them to move easily. A face was rudely 
marked on one side of the head, but the 
features looked more like those of a thin 
old man than of a chubby baby. The 
mother was fashioning a little garment 
out of a piece of old white cotton ; while 
the little girl was looking intently on, 
evidently impatient to get the dear 
dolly into her own hands. No doubt 
she will love it and cuddle it and enjoy 
it just as much as any little girl whose 
Christmas stocking held the prettiest 
doll she ever saw; but I wondered if the 
Eskimo girl wouldn't open her little 
black eyes very wide if she could see 
some of those same white girls' dolls in  

their pretty dresses, not to say if she 
could have one that she could call her 
very own. 

Of course we couldn't leave the vil-
lage without taking a peep at young 
Christopher Columbus Tuktoosinka, the 
latest arrival, and only about a month 
old. He was done up tight like a little 
mummy, with only his head free, but 
he has a stout pair of lungs. His cry 
was in the unmistakable English lan-
guage. 

Some of these people are heathen, but 
most of them are very religious, having 
been brought up under the Moravian 
missionaries who have done such good 
work in Greenland and Labrador. 
Twenty-five of the number can read 
and write in the Eskimo language, and 
six can read and write both Eskimo and 
English. Ten of the men and five of 
the women speak English very well, but 
none of the children have learned it yet. 
Only five grown persons—and they the 
heathen part—cannot read or write. 
They have Eskimo Bibles, hymn books, 
and other religious books, but no books 
in English. They have a religious ser-
vice every Sunday morning and evening 
and are a quiet, God-fearing commu-
nity. They seem quite contented, 
though they are said to miss and long 
for the crisp, dry cold and snow of their 
native country.—Phebe Bird, in Ad-
vance. 

ONE MOTHER'S MISTAKE. 

" IT seems to me," said a woman lately, 
one whose sons and daughters are grown 
and out in the world, " that if I had my 
children to bring up over again I would 
give up everything and devote myself to 
each till he was five years old. What I 
did was to employ nurses—what a trav-
esty of the tenderly significant word—
from infancy to about that time, when I 
looked after them myself. One of my 
children—he is a married man now—
cherishes still a most unreasoning fear 
of the dark, even of passing an open 
door of an unlighted apartment, because 
forsooth years ago in his babyhood a 
nurse urged him to sleep lest a wolf 
should come out of the dark and get him, 

"A second son will carry to his grave 
a nervous dread of laughing, born of a 
practice by another nurse of showing 
her large, white, glittering teeth in a 
mirthless grin when, as an infant he 
fretted. I caught her at it one day and 
instantly sent her away, but the mis-
chief was done, and I have been helpless 
to combat it. And my nurses were no 
worse than my neighbours.' 

"A child's caretaker should be a child 
lover, and who loves a child like his 
mother ? I long to say to every young 
mother I know, Stay with your babies 
if you possibly can until they are big 
enough to know what is going on about 
them ; let maids wait upon and assist 
you in supplying their needs, but let no 
nurse (?) have a chance to do them ig-
norant and life-lasting harm," 
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BEYOND. 

A WOMAN who loved every beautiful 
thing in nature, and the most of whose 
life had been spent among green fields 
and wooded hills, found herself living, 
through the reverses of fortune, in a 
narrow, unattractive street of the city. 
The sights most readily seen from her 
window were smoky roofs of dilapidated 
houses, rows of tattered garments hung 
out to dry in a dreary attempt at semi-
cleanliness, sober little faces of children 
living in upper rooms, too far up for the 
freedom even of the narrow street, and 
occasionally the frowsy head of a woman 
gossiping with another at a neighbour-
ing window. 

Here she was found by a lady to 
whom she had been recommended as a 
seamstress. In conversation her visitor 
learned of her early home and its charm-
ing associations. A certain air of re-
finement, incongruous with the sur-
roundings, led her to say : "I wonder if 
you can be at all content in a place like 
this, loving as you do the pleasant sights 
of your country home. These views 
from your window are anything but 
agreeable." 

" I try not to see the things that are 
just near me," the woman replied with 
a quiet smile. " I look beyond," and 
she pointed to a little outlook toward 
the west, where she could see a few 
trees in the park and " quite a bit of 
sky," which she said was " really like 
home at sunset." " The near view 
would be very dispiriting to me," she 
said, "but the beyond quite cheers me 
up, so I look that way as frequently as 
I can." 

" You are a wise woman," said her 
visitor ; and she said to herself, as she 
went down the dim stairway to the nar-
row street : "I came here to give this 
woman work, but I can never pay her 
for the lesson she has taught me." 

" The near view " in life is often dis-
piriting, if we look only at the circum-
stances which hem us in on some of the 
most perplexing days. Work presses 
heavily, resources fail, our own judgment 
is inadequate to the emergency. Oh, 
how depressing is the prospect 1 In the 
near view earth seems to be growing so 
poor, so empty of heart treasures, be-
cause friend after friend is dropping out 
of sight, and the circle of those who 
care for us is becoming so very, very 
small. 

But let us take the larger range of 
vision. There is an outlook beyond 
which will " quite cheer us up." Away 
from the pressing work let us look at 
the sure promise : " I will strengthen 
thee ; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will 
uphold thee with the right hand of My 
righteousness." From the failing re-
sources, let us turn to the glowing as-
surance: "My God shall supply all your 
need ; " from our own inadequate judg-
ment, let us lift up our eyes unto the 
hills whence cometh our strength ; and 
from the lessening circle of earthly 

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO AGAINST HARD 
WORK. 

WHEN Dr. Nansen, the Norwegian 
Arctic explorer, was in Greenland, 
neither he nor his comrades allowed a 
single drop of aleohol to pass their lips, 
and, to remove all source of temptation, 
the alcohol which they were compelled 
to carry with them for boiling their 
kettle, was previously rendered nauseous 
by being mixed with wood naptha. 
When asked if he did not regard alcohol 
necessary in case of sudden emergency, 
Dr. Nansen replied, " It is often supposed 
that, even though spirits are not in-
tended for daily use, they ought to be 
taken upon an expedition for medicinal 
purposes. I would readily acknowledge 
this if anyone could show me a single 
case in which such a remedy is necessary; 
but till this is done I shall maintain that 
this pretext is not sufficient, and that 
the best course is to banish alcoholic 
drinks from the list of necessaries for 
an Arctic expedition," and he added, 
" Though tobacco is less destructive, it 
is extremely harmful when smoked or 
chewed in cases of severe physical exer- 
tion, and not least so when the supply 
of food is not abundant, for it injures the 
digestion and reduces the nervous power 
and capacity for endurance as well as 
tenacity of purpose." 
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—The watch industry of Switzerland is to 

be made a Government monopoly. 
—The United Kingdom last year imported 

oranges and lemons valued at no less a figure 
than £2,052,561. 

—Ninety ladies and gentlemen met a few 
days ago in Edinburgh, and publicly prayed 
for the defeat of the Home Rule Bill. 

—A disastrous cyclone has visited the 
States of Mississippi, Alabama, and Georgia, 
destroying whole villages and killing many 
people. 

—In the past ten years the consumption of 
beer in the United Kingdom has increased by 
1,273,864 barrels. Excise duty was paid last 
year on no fewer than 32,201,167 barrels. 

--The new general of the Jesuits has given 
orders to his brethren in the United States not 
to discuss the school question any more. 

—A room in the House of Commons will 
soon have to be set apart to store the numer-
ous monster petitions against the Home Rule 
Bill. 

—At the final football tie for the Scottish 
Cup at Glasgow, last week, one of the players 
named Connor, who had just scored, dropped 
down dead from excitement and exhaustion. 

—A French Deputy, in the hope of reducing 
drunkenness, suggests that the manufacture 
of intoxicating drinks should be a Govern-
ment monopoly, which would yield £40,000,000 
a year. 

—Up to the end of last year the trustees of 
the Peabody Donation Fund had provided for 
the labouring poor of London 11,273 rooms, 
with washhouses and laundries, occupied by 
20,114 persons. 

—The stone lion at Lucerne, erected in 
memory of the bravery of the Swiss Guards 
killed at the Tuilleries in 1792, is so decayed 
by the effect of the weather that restoration 
is declared impossible. 

—The " safest place in the world " is de• 
Glared to be the cabin of an ocean steamer. 
In 1892 there were 650 million passengers by 
steamships, of whom 240 people were lost, or 
one in every 2,708,333. 

—According to official returns, the revenue 
of the Russian Empire from January 1st to 
December 1st of last year amounted to 1,011,-
934,000 roubles, against 817,333,000 roubles 
as compared with the year 1891. 

—One of the latest discoveries of Roman 
Fetishism is the supposed house where the 
Blessed Virgin lived along with the apostle 
John in Ephesus. The ground enclosing the 
dwelling is to be purchased, and pilgrimages 
have already been organized. 

—Juvenile smoking in Canada is now pro-
hibited. The Legislative Assembly of Quebec 
has forbidden the sale of tobacco to persons 
under eighteen years of age, while boys under 
fifteen years found smoking are to be pun-
ished by fine or imprisonment. 

—A missionary from India recently stated 
that " if the people of India were so divided 
among all the missionaries of all societies, so 
that each missionary had 50,000 people de-
pending upon him for the Gospel, there would 
still be 200 millions who had not heard the 
Gospel." 

—By the steamer Britannic 1060 bags of 
American mail were landed at Queenstown 
on March 9. The same day the out-going 
steamer, the Majestic, took on board 560 bags, 
making 1620 bags in all, the largest amount 
of American mail that ever passed through 
Queenstown in one day. 

—On Saturday night, March 4, the town of 
Sandgate was the scene of a serious subsi-
dence of land. The damage done extends for 
about a mile east and west, and about 500 
yards inwards from the sea-line. About 200 
houses have been wrecked. The land has 
sunk in some places seven, eight, nine, and 
ten feet. 

—The yearly consumption of imported eggs 
in the United Kingdom is put at a value of 
something like £4,000,000. France and Ger. 
many furnish more than half of the supply, 
Belgium, Russia, and Denmark coming next 
in order as egg exporters to England. The 
Canadian instalment has increased to 33,-
000,000 eggs in a single year. 

—It is reported that cholera is steadily in-
creasing its ravages in Russia. It is especially 
virulent at Ecatherinoslaff. The number of 
cases recorded in the Government of Podolsk 
alone, according to the official reports, from 
December 26 to January 16, were 536, and 
the death 196. In most of the southern Gov-
ernments, where the warm weather is already 
commencing, the mortality from the terrible 
scourge is very high considering the time of 
the year. The Governments of Bessarabia, 
Ecatherinoslaff, and Pen za seem to be the 
most affected. 

friendships, let us look away to the 
Father's house, with its many mansions, 
where " they shall hunger no more, 
neither thirst any more," " and God 
Himself shall be with them, and be their 
God. And God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes." 

Away, away, from the near view of 
earth's sorrow and sin, let us look at 
the sure fulfilment of every glowing 
promise and prophecy. From the near 
view of apparent failure in Christian 
service, let us look at the harvest which 
surely follows the sowing of good seed. 
From the near view of our personal 
shortcomings and imperfections, let us 
look joyfully out upon the sure and cer-
tain prospect of being "presented fault-
less in the presence of His glory with 
exceeding joy," being persuaded of this 
very thing, that He which hath begun 
a good work in us will perfect it unto 
the day of the Lord Jesus.—Advocate. 

--4,110-41111.-• 
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The Gospel in Creation, 
BY DR. E. J. WAGGONER, 

Setting forth the fact that the Gospel, which is the power 
of God unto salvation, is the manifestation of the same 
power that made the heavens and the earth, so that the 
Gospel brings forth a new creation ; also that the word of 
power which upholds all things is the same word that is 
preached by the Gospel, and which keeps the believer from 
falling. The things that God has made, which all can see, 
are used to show the working of God in saving men. The 
believer is given facts, not theories, upon which to rest his 
hope, and from which to derive peace and comfort. 

The work contains 176 pages, and is beautifully 

Illustrated with Nine Engravings, 
most of which are original, and is nicely bound in cloth, with 
gold lettering. Price, 2s. 

It combines profit and attractiveness in a most unusual 
degree. 

EDEN TO EDEN. 
MEDIUM OCTAVO. 

BY J. II. WAGGONER. 
An intensely interesting study of the important historic 

and prophetic portions of the Scriptures. The author traces 
succinctly, from a Biblical and historic standpoint, this world 
of ours, in its career from Eden Lost, to the future glorious 
time when Eden shall be regained. 

A Mine of Information to the Student of the Bible. 

The book is printed on calendered paper, illustrated by 
SIXTEEN BEAUTIFUL, FULL-PAGE ENGRAVINGS 
Gems of the Printer's Art ! 

Bound in two styles, at the following prices : 
Best English cloth, bevelled boards, gilt edges and covers—a 

very handsome volume, 5s. 6d. 
Best English cloth, plain boards, gilt lettering on side 

and back, 4s. 

STEPS TO CHRIST. 

BY MRS. E. G. WHITE. 

The rare ability of the authoress in the presentation of 
Scripture truth has never been used to better advantage than 
in this little work. " STEPS TO CHRIST " is nob alone 
suitable as a guide to the enquirer and young convert, but is 
rich in thought and suggestion for the most mature Christian. 

157 pp., in a neat cloth binding, ls. 6d. 

Christ Our Righteousness. 
A PAMPHLET OF 102 PAGES, 

BY DR. E. J. WAGGONER. 

As its title indicates, this little work treats of the soul-
stirring theme of salvation through Christ ; and in a style 
which is most interesting yet conclusive, shows from the 
Holy Scriptures how righteousness is to be alone obtained 
through Him. It should be in the hands of all Christian 
workers. Price 6d., post-paid. 

Health Science Leaflets. 
The following list of TWENTY-FIVE new, four-page Illus-

trated Tracts, take up almost every phase of the great Tem-
perance and Health questions. 

The subjects are dealt with from a rational 
and scientific standpoint, 

And the arguments made are striking and convincing. 

Invaluable Aids to the Temperance Worker and 
Dietetic Reformer. 

The Engravings which appear on each Tract were 
specially ens-raved for this series. 

DOES the BIBLE SANCTION the USE 

of FERMENTED WINE? 

WINE AND THE BIBLEx 
A NEAT LITTLE PAMPHLET OF 24 PAGES, 

BY AN M.D. OF WORLD-WIDE REPUTATION. 

Goes to the root of the above question. 

PRICE THREEPENCE, POST-PAID. 

The Code of Health.—How to Live a Century.—Pure Air.—How 
to Ventilate a Home.—A Back Yard Examined.—Inventory of a 
Cellar.—What's in the Well 2—Cayenne and its Congeners.—A Live 
Hog Examined.—A Peep into a Packing House.—The Contents of a 
Tea•Pot.—Tea-Tasters.—Tea Drinking and Nervonsness.—Tea Topers. 
—Tea and Tippling.—Toba000 Poisoning.—A Relic of Barbarism.—To- 
bacco Blindness.—Science vs. Tobacco-Using.—The Smoke Nuisance. 
—The Rum Family.—A Drunkard's Stomach.—Gin Livers.—A Rum 
Blossom.—Alcohol. 

These tracts are believed to be the cheapest literature of the kind 
ever published. They are beautifully printed on fine paper. Prices 
are as follows :— 

Single Package, post-paid, 6d. 
I 	

25 	IP 	 „ 	10s. 
12 Packages,.... 	5s. 	100 	„ 	„ £1 15s. 

Put up in neat paokages of 25 each. Send for sample package, 6d. 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO., 

48, Paternoster Row, London, E,C, 
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THE PRESENT TRUTH. 
"And, behold, I come quietly; and My reward is with Me 

o give every man according as Ws work iiMp,B be."—Rey. El :19. 

LONDON, MARCH 23, 1893. 

OVER 200 summonses have been issued 
against Sunday traders in Birmingham. 
At last accounts thirty-five small trades-
men, chiefly tobacconists and sweet-
sellers, had been fined a reduced penalty 
of one shilling, without costs. The prose-
cutions are carried on under the old Act 
of Charles II. The prosecutors are a 
" Watch Committee," whose self-ap-
pointed duty it is to spy out who are 
doing work on Sunday, which the law 
does not sanction, even though such 
watching of others obliges themselves to 
do that which would be a violation of the 
Sabbath if Sunday were the Sabbath. 

THE Birmingham Sunday agitation 
presents some of the absurdities of Sunday 
legislation. The tobacconists admit that 
the law does not sanction their trading 
operations on Sunday, but they claim 
that they have as good right to sell 
tobacco on Sunday as the publicans have. 
And here is where the beauty of the law 
comes in. It seems that the publicans' 
license admits of their selling only liquor 
in the prescribed hours on Sunday, and 
not tobacco. They have assumed that, 
being legally open, they might as well 
sell the latter as the former; but the 
Watch Committee proposes to test the 
matter. If the point can be established, 
then the publicans will be prosecuted for 
selling cigars on Sunday. The non-legal 
mind may have some difficulty in seeing 
the fine point of prosecuting a man for 
selling cigars, while he may sell beer un-
molested, but such it seems is the neces-
sary thing in order to establish justice 
and morality, and vindicate the sacred-
ness of " the venerable day of the sun." 

IN the House of Lords, Thursday, the 
16th, the Bishop of Salisbury introduced 
a Bill " to provide for better freedom for 
religious instruction in Board Schools." 
He said that there are ninety-one Boards 
which allow no religious instruction 
whatever; a few allow the Bible to be 
read without note or comment, and some 
allow hymns without any Bible reading. 
What the Bishop means by "freedom for 
religious instruction," therefore, is doubt-
less compulsory instruction. 

If anybody can tell us the difference 
between this and compulsory attendance 
at church, we should be glad to learn. 
The children must of necessity attend 
school, and religious instruction in the 
schools is to be not merely optional, but 
compulsory. But the only object of the 
church is to give religious instruction, 
and so the schools are really churches, in 
a way. Many people who would exclaim 
against compulsory church attendance 
on Sunday, see no inconsistency in the 
same thing every other day of the week. 

THE clergy are up and in arms against 
the " Welsh Suspensory Bill," which 
means that no new interests shall be 
created in the Established Church in 
Wales, which is a part of the English 
Establishment. Referring to this Bill, 
the Bishop of Manchester said :— 

" It seems a poor and cowardly thing 
to attempt to destroy the entire English 
Church by a piecemeal surgery. This 
Bill means war—and a religious war—
with all its painful consequences." 

There can be no war if the church 
people do not fight ; and Christ forbade 
His followers to fight even in defence of 
His own life. And is it not a humiliat-
ing confession for a Bishop to make, that 
" the church " will be destroyed if de-
prived of Government support ? Jesus 
Christ is a much better foundation ; the 
church that is built on Him cannot be 
destroyed even though bitterly persecuted 
by all the Governments of earth. 

THE Catholic Times and Catholic Opin-
ion in summing up the results of the 
Pope's Jubilee, says : " Rulers, such as 
the Emperor of Germany, who have to 
contend against the forces of socialism, 
and who fear lest their own authority 
and the welfare of the State may be im-
perilled by revolutionary movements, 
look to the Supreme Pontiff for such 
moral aid as will safeguard them from 
the danger by which they are threatened. 
. 	. 	. The democracy of America, too, 
struggling for progress under new and 
trying conditions, welcome with cordiality 
the guiding influence of the Holy See. 
Thus it is that the necessity of the Pa-
pacy is felt more and more."  

THE above is not merely the outburst 
of Catholic enthusiasm, but is a calm 
statement of the hold that the Papacy is 
gaining upon the nations. As if to em-
phasize the last part of the paragraph, 
the New York Independent says : " We 
can join heartily with our Catholic fellow-
citizens in congratulations to Pope Leo 
XIII. on the occasion of his Golden 
Jubilee, celebrated this week. l le has 
proved one of the wisest and best men 
that have ever occupied St. Peter's chair. 
It was a true remark which he made the 
other day, that Gladstone and he were 
the oldest rulers of Europe and the two 
youngest in their ideas. His sympathy 
with Republican governments and free 
institutions, and with the spirit of the 
age, endears him to Americans." 

"And all that dwell upon the earth 
shall worship him, whose names are not 
written in the book of life of the Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the earth. 
If any man have an tear to hear let him 
hear." Rev. xiii. 8, 9. 

THE passage of the Home Rule Bill is 
the one great thing before the present 
Parliament, and although there has been 
some bloodshed because such a bill has 
not been passed, there is prospect of 
much more being shed if it should pass. 
-' correspondent of the English Church- 

man and St. James' Chronicle, speaking 
of the possibility of its passage says : 
" Nothing is more certain than that it 
will prove a fearfully dark day to Ireland, 
for she will then be handed over to the 
tender mercies of the Irish priesthood 
and the professional agitators, who will 
become the virtual rulers, and utter ruin 
and misery must ensue. If ever in the 
history of our beloved country there was 
a call for prayer it is at the present crisis." 
To which the editor adds : " In the pres-
ence of a great national disaster impend-
ing over us there is urgent necessity for 
united and constant prayer that this 
danger may be averted." 

Immediately following the above is an-
other letter, which reads, in part, thus :— 

" Our Protestant brethren in Ireland 
are up and doing. They acknowledge 
that no time should be lost in preparing 
themselves for resistance, should the 
Home Rule Bill become law, and a Par-
liament be established in Dublin. They 
do not mince matters ; but, weighing the 
consequences, openly advocate the laying 
in of stores, the collection of arms, and 
the training of men willing to serve 
should civil war become a necessity. 

" Is it not then a fitting time for us 
Protestants of Great Britain to be stirring 
also, to let our co-religionists in Ireland 
know that from us they shall receive 
more than sympathy ? That we, too, 
can give them armed and trained men 
and officers, that our wealth, our lives, 
our future are at their disposal, and that, 
God helping us, we will not stand by 
looking on, leaving them alone to face 
the terrible ordeal, but both in prayer 
and power, help them to win a victory, 
and be free for ever from a sacerdotal 
yoke, which knows no pity, feels no com-
punction, and is, and ever has been, a 
curse to the land over which it has sway." 

We offer no comments upon the merits 
of the case ; but we wish merely to call 
attention to the incongruity of training 
men, collecting arms, and shedding blood 
in the cause of what professes to be the 
religion of the Prince of Peace. Jesus 
said, " My kingdom is not of this world, 
else would my servants fight." There-
fore when men fight, it is certain that 
they are not labouring in the interest of 
Christ's kingdom. 
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