E. J. Waggoner Galatians 6:1-10 "Improving the Opportunity”

Studies in Galatians (21/22)

Improving the Opportunity.
Galatians 6:1-10

Although we have studied the first three verses of the sixth chapter of Galatians, we will

for the sake of the connection include them in the text for this week, and without further
review begin the study.

“Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the
spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye one another’s burdens, and
so fulfil the law of Christ. For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he
deceiveth himself. But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself
alone, and not in another. For every man shall bear his own burden. Let him that is taught in the
word communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things. Be not deceived; God is not mocked:
for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh
reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. And let us
not be weary in well doing; for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. As we have therefore
opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.”

Gal. 6:1-10.

Burden-Bearing.—It can well be said that there is much in this portion of Scripture, as
well as in others, which no one as yet understands, especially in verses 2 and 5, which, seem
to be directly contrary to each other. One says that we should bear one another’s burdens,
and the other says that every one shall bear his own burden. Without speculating upon what
we do not know, we can find abundance of instruction in what is evident. Each one must
have the Spirit of Christ, which is that of burden-bearing. He devoted His life to the service
of others. But His own burdens He carried to God. He did not ask others to carry them for
Him. Even so it should be with us. If every one in the house of God, to say nothing of the
world, acted according to this plan, how easy it would be to get on! There would really be no
burdens for any one to bear. Each one thoughtful only of others, studying their burdens, that
he might help them, would find his own burdens carried in turn by others. The only burden
that any one would then carry would be Christ’s burden, which He calls us to take, because it
is light. Let us learn of Christ, who bore the burden of the world, and asked none to share it
with Him; yet He found it easy and light. When we try to unload our burdens on others, we
are always in trouble, always heavy-laden; but when we are wholly devoted to bearing the
burdens of others, we find them light.

Communicating Good Things.—“Let him that is taught in the Word communicate
unto him that teacheth in all good things.” There can be no doubt but that this refers
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primarily to temporal support. “The laborer is worthy of his hire.” If a man gives himself
wholly to the ministry of the Word, it is evident that the things necessary for his sustenance
must come from those who are taught. But this by no means exhausts the meaning of the
injunction. The one who is taught in the Word must communicate to the teacher “in all
good things.” Mutual help is the burden of this chapter. “Bear ye one another’s burdens.”
Even the teacher who is supported by those who are taught, is to assist others pecuniarily.
Christ and the apostles, who had nothing of their own—for Christ was the poorest of the
poor, and the disciples had left all to follow Him—nevertheless distributed to the poor out of
their little store. See John 13:29. As the teachers contribute not only the Word but temporal
support as well, so those who are taught in the Word should not confine their liberality
merely to temporal things. It is a mistake to suppose that ministers of the Gospel never stand
in need of spiritual refreshment, or that they can not receive it from the weakest in the flock.
No one can ever tell how much the souls of teachers are encouraged by the testimonies of
faith and joy in the Lord, which come from the mouths of those who have heard the Word.
It is not simply that the teacher sees that his labor is not in vain; the testimony may have no
reference whatever to anything that he has done; but a humble soul’s joyful testimony to
what God has done for him, will often, through the refreshment it gives the teacher of the
Word, be the means of strengthening the souls of hundreds.

Sowing and Reaping.—“Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” A simple
statement of fact, that can not be made plainer by any amount of talk. The harvest, which is
the end of the world, will reveal what the sowing has been, whether wheat or tares. Verse 8 is
so plain and striking a statement that comments only weaken its force. “He that soweth to
his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit
reap life everlasting.” “Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy; break up your
fallow ground; for it is time to seek the Lord, till He come and rain righteousness upon you.”
Hosea 10:12. “He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool,” and equally foolish is he who
trusts in other men, as is seen from the next verse: “Ye have plowed wickedness, ye have
reaped iniquity; ye have eaten the fruit of lies; because thou didst trust in thy way, in the
multitude of mighty men.” “Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his
arm,” whether it be his own flesh or that of some other man. “Blessed is the man that
trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is.” Jer. 17:5, 7.

Faint Not.—“In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand;
for thou knowest not whether shall prosper, either this or that, or whether they both shall be
alike good.” Eccl. 11:6. 'This is the thing that is taught in verse 9. We can not tell how much
we shall reap, nor from which of the seed that we sow. Some may fall by the wayside, and be

snatched away before it has time to take root; and other may fall on stony ground, where it
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will wither; and still other may fall among thorns, and be choked; but one thing is certain,
and that is that we shall reap. Notice the statement in Ecclesiastes: We do not know whether
the morning sowing or the evening sowing will prosper, or whether both shall alike be good.
There is no possibility that both can be bad. One or the other alone may prosper, or else both
may be good. Isn't that encouragement enough for us not to be weary in well doing? The
ground may seem poor, and the season may not be favorable, so that the prospect for a crop
may be most unpromising, and we may be tempted to think that all our labor is wasted. Not
s0; “in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.” “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye
steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that
your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” 1 Cor. 15:58.

Make No Difference.—“As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men,
especially unto them who are of the household of faith.” In this we see that the apostle speaks
of temporal help, for it needs no special exhortation to preach the Word to those who are not
of the household of faith; they are the ones to whom it is specially to be preached; but there
is a natural tendency—mnatural, 1 say, not spiritual—to limit charities to those who are called
“deserving.” We hear much about “the worthy poor.” But we are all unworthy of the least of
God’s blessings, yet He showers them upon us continually. “If ye do good to them which do
good to you, what thank have ye? for sinners also do even the same. And if ye lend to them
of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? for sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as
much again. But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and
your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest; for He is kind unto
the unthankful and to the evil.” Luke 6:33-35. The most of Christ’s ministry on earth was
among those who cared nothing for Him personally. In some instances they would not even
take the trouble to say, “Thank you,” for the greatest favors bestowed; but that made no
difference with Him. He gave just as freely of what He had to give. Let us learn more of
Him, that we may “fulfil the law of Christ.”

Seek the Opportunity.—Note especially the beginning of the tenth verse. “As we have
therefore opportunity,” let us do good unto all men. Doing good to others is to be considered a
privilege to be enjoyed, and not an irksome duty to be discharged. Men do not speak of
disagreeable things as opportunities. No one says that he had an opportunity to injure
himself, or that he had an opportunity to lose some money. On the contrary, a man will
speak of an opportunity to make some money, or to escape from some threatened danger. It
is thus that we are to consider doing good to the needy. But opportunities are always sought
for. Men are always on the lookout for an opportunity to get gain. So the apostle teaches us
that we should be seeking opportunities to help some one. This Christ did. He “went about

doing good.” He traveled about the country on foot, a tramp, if you please, but a glorious
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one. He was searching opportunities to do somebody some good, and He found them. He
did good, “for God was with Him.” His name is Immanuel, which means, “God with us.”
Now, as He is with us all the days, even to the end of the world, so God is with us, doing
good to us, that we also may do good. “We then, as workers together with Him, beseech you
that ye receive not the grace of God in vain.” To this end, “receive ye the Holy Ghost.”

E. J. Waggoner.
The Signs of the Times, Vol. 25, No. 19 (May 10, 1899), p. 308.
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